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In his probing study of the role of death rites in the making of Islamic society, Leor Halevi imaginatively
plays prescriptive texts against material culture and advances new ways of interpreting highly contested
sources. His original research reveals that religious scholars of the early 1slamic period produced codes of
funerary law not only to define the handling of a Muslim corpse but also to transform everyday urban
practices. Relying on oral traditions, these scholars established new social patternsin the cities of Arabia,
Mesopotamia, and the eastern Mediterranean. They distinguished Islamic rites from Christian, Jewish, and
Zoroastrian rites and changed the way men and women interacted publicly and privately.

In each chapter Halevi explores a different layer of human interaction, following the movement of the corpse
from the deathbed to the grave. In the process he analyzes the real and imaginary relationships between
husbands and wives, prayer leaders and mourners, and even dreamers and the dead. He describes how
Muslims wailed for the deceased, prepared corpses for burial, marched in funerary processions, and prayed
for the dead, highlighting the specific economic and political factors involved in these rituals as well as key
religious and sexual divisions.

Offering a unique perspective on the making of Islamic social and religious ideals during this early period,
Halevi forges afascinating link between the development of funerary rites and the efforts of an emerging
religion to carve out its own, distinct identity. Muhammad's Grave is a groundbreaking history of the rise of
Islam and the roots of contemporary Muslim attitudes toward the body and society.
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From reader reviews:
John Townsend:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book
eligible Muhammad's Grave: Death Rites and the Making of Islamic Society? Maybe it is being best activity
for you. Y ou already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Paul Henson:

The book Muhammad's Grave: Death Rites and the Making of Islamic Society can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Muhammad's
Grave: Death Rites and the Making of Islamic Society? A few of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able
to share dl of these. Book Muhammad's Grave: Death Rites and the Making of Islamic Society has ssimple
shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open
up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Thomas Danidls;

The experience that you get from Muhammad's Grave: Death Rites and the Making of 1slamic Society may
be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Muhammad's Grave: Death Rites and the
Making of Islamic Society giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of thisguideis
well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having
that Muhammad's Grave: Death Rites and the Making of Islamic Society instantly.

Heidi Garcia:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with buddiesis thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Muhammad's Grave: Death Rites
and the Making of Islamic Society, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to
missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it,
oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.
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