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When Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring premiered in Paris in 1913, the crowd rioted in response to the harsh
dissonance and jarring rhythms of its score. This was noise, not music. In Sublime Noise, Josh Epstein
examines the significance of noise in modernist music and literature. How—and why—did composers and
writers incorporate the noises of modern industry, warfare, and big-city life into their work?

Epstein argues that, as the creative class engaged with the racket of cityscapes and new media, they
reconsidered not just the aesthetic of music but also its cultural effects. Noise, after all, is more than a sonic
category: it is a cultural value judgment—a way of abating and categorizing the sounds of a social space or
of new music. Pulled into dialogue with modern music’s innovative rhythms, noise signaled the breakdown
of art’s autonomy from social life—even the "old favorites" of Beethoven and Wagner took on new cultural
meanings when circulated in noisy modern contexts. The use of noise also opened up the closed space of art
to the pressures of publicity and technological mediation.

Building both on literary cultural studies and work in the "new musicology," Sublime Noise examines the
rich material relationship that exists between music and literature. Through close readings of modernist
authors, including James Joyce, T. S. Eliot, Edith Sitwell, E. M. Forster, and Ezra Pound, and composers,
including George Antheil, William Walton, Erik Satie, and Benjamin Britten, Epstein offers a radically
contemporary account of musical-literary interactions that goes well beyond pure formalism. This book will
be of interest to scholars of Anglophone literary modernism and to musicologists interested in how music
was given new literary and cultural meaning during that complex interdisciplinary period.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Fout:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Sublime Noise (Hopkins Studies in Modernism) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Ryan Parker:

This Sublime Noise (Hopkins Studies in Modernism) is great publication for you because the content and
that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Sublime Noise (Hopkins Studies in Modernism) in your hand like having the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
second right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active
do you still doubt this?

Barbara Kelley:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Sublime Noise (Hopkins Studies in Modernism) this guide consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study
when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Janice Smith:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. By book Sublime Noise (Hopkins Studies in Modernism) we can acquire more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book Sublime Noise (Hopkins
Studies in Modernism). You can more desirable than now.
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