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On June 2, 1854, crowds lined the streets of Boston, hissing and shouting at federal authorities as they
escorted the fugitive slave Anthony Burns to the ship that would return him to his slaveholders in Virginia.
Days earlier, handbills had littered the streets decrying Burns’s arrest, and abolitionists, intent on freeing
Burns, had attacked with a battering ram the courthouse in which he was detained, leaving one dead, several
wounded, and thirteen in custody. In the end it would take federal officials nearly 2,000 troops and $40,000
to send Burns back to Virginia. No fugitive slave would be captured in Boston again.

Carried out under the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, which permitted slaveholders to seize runaway slaves
across state lines by merely testifying ownership, Burns’s arrest and Boston’s subsequent campaign to free
him is generally regarded by scholars as the impetus that spurred the adoption of outright confrontational
tactics by abolitionists across the North—an impetus that led, ultimately, to war. Such interpretations,
however, gloss over the confusion and chaos many midcentury Bostonians felt over abolition.

Author Gordon Barker challenges the traditionally held notion that the rendition of Anthony Burns fueled an
antislavery groundswell in the North. He exposes the diverse beliefs—many of which were less than
noble—held by Bostonians struggling to make sense of the racial, class, and ethnic conflicts arising in the
city. Drawing on newspaper accounts, cutting-edge scholarship, and Burns’s own writings, Barker shows
how antislavery sentiments competed with a wide range of other opinions, including the desire to preserve
the Union as it was, concerns about law and order, mistrust of whites by their black neighbors, and racism.

A much-needed addition to the study of abolition and antislavery, The Imperfect Revolution will be of value
to historians and students.

“This is an exciting story of Virginia fugitive slave Anthony Burns, his rising support particularly among
Boston abolitionists, and his activism in the cause of freedom. With a captivating writing style, Gordon
Barker illustrates American’s great contradiction between its publically stated dedication to human freedom
and its acceptance and support of human slavery. This is a stimulating presentation of the antislavery
struggle in pre-Civil War America.”—James Oliver Horton, author of Free People of Color: Inside the
African American Community and coauthor of In Hope of Liberty: Culture, Community, and Protest among
Northern Free Blacks 1700–1860 and Slavery and the Making of America

“This well-researched and clearly written study gets a new series off to a promising start. The chapter on
antislavery life in St. Catherines, Ontario, is especially valuable.”—Lewis Perry, author of Radical
Abolitionism
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Guyer:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Imperfect Revolution: Anthony Burns and the Landscape of
Race in Antebellum America (American Abolitionism and Antislavery). Try to stumble through book The
Imperfect Revolution: Anthony Burns and the Landscape of Race in Antebellum America (American
Abolitionism and Antislavery) as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

David Lacey:

The book The Imperfect Revolution: Anthony Burns and the Landscape of Race in Antebellum America
(American Abolitionism and Antislavery) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book The Imperfect Revolution: Anthony Burns and
the Landscape of Race in Antebellum America (American Abolitionism and Antislavery) to be your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a e-book The Imperfect Revolution:
Anthony Burns and the Landscape of Race in Antebellum America (American Abolitionism and
Antislavery). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So
, how do you think about this publication?

James Smith:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Imperfect Revolution:
Anthony Burns and the Landscape of Race in Antebellum America (American Abolitionism and
Antislavery) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Mary Bolinger:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book



can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Imperfect Revolution: Anthony Burns
and the Landscape of Race in Antebellum America (American Abolitionism and Antislavery) book as this
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is
no doubt in it you may already know.
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