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In 2010, President Barack Obama signed a law repealing one of the most controversial policies in American
criminal justice history: the one hundred to one sentencing disparity between crack cocaine and powder
whereby someone convicted of “simply” possessing five grams of crack--the equivalent of a few sugar
packets--had been required by law to serve no less than five years in prison. In this highly original work,
Dimitri A. Bogazianos draws on various sources to examine the profound consequences of America’s
reliance on this punishment structure, tracing the rich cultural linkages between America’s War on Drugs,
and the creative contributions of those directly affected by its destructive effects.

Focusing primarily on lyrics that emerged in 1990s New York rap, which critiqued the music industry for
being corrupt, unjust, and criminal, Bogazianos shows how many rappers began drawing parallels between
the “rap game” and the “crack game.” He argues that the symbolism of crack in rap’s stance towards its own
commercialization represents a moral debate that is far bigger than hip hop culture, highlighting the degree to
which crack cocaine--although a drug long in decline--has come to represent the entire paradoxical
predicament of punishment in the U.S. today.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Harmon:

The reserve with title 5 Grams: Crack Cocaine, Rap Music, and the War on Drugs (Alternative Criminology)
includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Terrance Hutchins:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be
go through. 5 Grams: Crack Cocaine, Rap Music, and the War on Drugs (Alternative Criminology) can be
your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Eunice Randle:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This 5 Grams: Crack Cocaine, Rap Music,
and the War on Drugs (Alternative Criminology) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Myra McKenzie:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve 5 Grams: Crack Cocaine, Rap Music, and the War on Drugs
(Alternative Criminology) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know
how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently,
many ways to get book you wanted.
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