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Just as the steam engine was the driving force behind the Industrial Revolution, broadband Internet is today
seen as critical to the transition to knowledge-intensive economies across the world. As a general purpose
technology, broadband Internet is considered as a fundamental driver of economic growth and social
development, releasing the innovative potential and energy of previously disenfranchised members of the
population. Many of the countries in the Middle East and North Africa region (MENA) now recognize that
broadband Internet is crucial to their efforts to reduce poverty and create job opportunities, especially for
their young populations and for women.

The report re-emphasizes the important contribution that broadband Internet can make and assesses the status
of existing infrastructure in at least 18 MENA countries. While there is significant potential across the
region, however, the take-up of broadband Internet has been slow, and the price of broadband service is high
in many countries. In large part, this stems from market structures that, too often, reflect the past when
telecommunications were treated as a monopoly utility service.

The report finds that there are gaps in infrastructure regionally with no connectivity between neighboring
countries in some cases. Similarly, there are gaps within countries exacerbating the (digital) divide between
rural and urban areas. The report examines the regulatory and market bottlenecks that are hampering the
growth of the Internet in these and other MENA countries: the five North African countries (Algeria, Egypt,
Morocco, Libya, Tunisia); the six Mashreq countries (the Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon,
Syria, and the West Bank and Gaza economy); the six Gulf countries (Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates); and Djibouti and the Republic of Yemen.

The report provides policy and regulatory options for increasing effective use of existing fixed and mobile
infrastructure as well as alternative infrastructure networks such as power grids and railroads. It explains the
benefits of effective cross-sector infrastructure construction frameworks, highlighting the need to adjust
market structures to foster competitive behavior among service providers to bring down prices and stimulate
the demand for value-added services to drive future broadband development.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Arnold:

This Broadband Networks in the Middle East and North Africa: Accelerating High-Speed Internet Access
(Directions in Development) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Broadband
Networks in the Middle East and North Africa: Accelerating High-Speed Internet Access (Directions in
Development) without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't be worry Broadband Networks in the Middle East and North Africa: Accelerating High-
Speed Internet Access (Directions in Development) can bring whenever you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Broadband Networks in the Middle East and North Africa: Accelerating High-Speed Internet Access
(Directions in Development) having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Amanda Moberly:

Broadband Networks in the Middle East and North Africa: Accelerating High-Speed Internet Access
(Directions in Development) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy
to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to
get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Broadband Networks in the Middle East and North
Africa: Accelerating High-Speed Internet Access (Directions in Development) although doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one
of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Jack Rosa:

You can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Broadband Networks in the Middle
East and North Africa: Accelerating High-Speed Internet Access (Directions in Development) is simple to
create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Clinton Perez:

You can get this Broadband Networks in the Middle East and North Africa: Accelerating High-Speed
Internet Access (Directions in Development) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it



could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various.
Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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