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In this little-known work by Voltaire (1694-1778)—now available in English for the first time— the famous
French philosophe and satirist presents a wide-ranging and acerbic survey of religion throughout the world.
Written toward the end of his life in 1769, the work was penned in the same decade as some of his more
famous works—the Philosophical Dictionary, Questions on Miracles, and Lord Bolingbroke’s Important
Examination—all of which questioned the basic tenets of Christianity.

Voltaire called himself a deist and thus he professed belief in a supreme deity. But he was always sharply
critical of institutional Christianity, especially its superstitions, the hypocrisy of its clergy, and its abuse of
political power. Both his deism and his critical attitude toward Christianity are manifest in God and Human
Beings, which is, in effect, one of the first works of comparative religion. Comparing Christianity to the
more ancient belief systems of the Jews, Hindus, Chinese, Greeks, Romans, Egyptians, Babylonians,
Phoenicians, and Arabs, he notes a common tendency to worship one supreme god, despite the host of
subordinate deities in many of these religions. He also critiques the many superstitions and slavish rituals in
religion generally, but he emphasizes that in this respect Christianity is no better than other faiths. Thus, the
clergy’s claim that Christianity is God’s supreme revelation to humanity has no basis from an objective
perspective.

This first English translation of a classic critique of religion includes an introduction by writer, scholar, and
editor S. T. Joshi, who wrote the article on Voltaire in The New Encyclopedia of Unbelief (edited by Tom
Flynn). Anticipating many of the themes of the later Higher Criticism and rationalist critiques of religion,
this incisive, witty treatise by the great French skeptic will be a welcome addition to the libraries of anyone
with an interest in the philosophy of religion, intellectual history, or the Enlightenment.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Ross:

This God and Human Beings book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you
will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
God and Human Beings without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't always be worry God and Human Beings can bring if you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This God
and Human Beings having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Jack Rolfes:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if
those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take God and Human Beings as the daily resource information.

Elaine Woodring:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
God and Human Beings the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The God and
Human Beings giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
facts for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Jeffrey Price:

Beside this God and Human Beings in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have God and
Human Beings because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have
book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from right now!
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