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Can the internet fundamentally challenge non-free regimes?

The role that social networking has played in promoting political change in the Middle East and beyond
raises important questions about the ability of authoritarian leaders to control the information sphere and
their subjects. Revolution Stalled goes beyond the idea of "virtual" politics to study five key components in
the relationship between the online sphere and society: content, community, catalysts, control, and co-
optation.

This analysis of the contemporary Russian internet, written by a scholar with in-depth knowledge of both the
post-Soviet media and media theory, illuminates key components to how and when the internet can spark
political action. With its analysis of current internet-linked protests in Russia, this book posits that there are
critical pre-conditions that must exist for the internet to be used successfully to challenge non-free states. In
particular, Russian leaders have made themselves vulnerable to online protest movements and online social
entrepreneurs through their failure to control the internet as effectively as they have controlled traditional
media. At the same time, Russia has experienced explosive growth in the online audience, tipping the
balance of control away from state-run television and toward the more open online sphere.

Oates incorporates studies of small-scale protests involving health issues and children with disabilities to
demonstrate that Russians have started to translate individual grievances into rising political awareness and
efficacy via the online sphere. Her cases show that the Russian state has struggled to change its information
and control strategy in the face of new types of information dissemination, networking, and protest. This new
environment has transformed a state strategy of co-opted elections into a powerful catalyst for protests and
demands for rights. While the revolution remains stalled, this book provides compelling evidence that a new
and changing generation of internet users is beginning to alter the balance of power in the public sphere in
Russia.
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From reader reviews:

Olive Wilson:

The book Revolution Stalled: The Political Limits of the Internet in the Post-Soviet Sphere (Oxford Studies
in Digital Politics) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we
leave the great thing like a book Revolution Stalled: The Political Limits of the Internet in the Post-Soviet
Sphere (Oxford Studies in Digital Politics)? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim
in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Revolution Stalled: The Political Limits of the Internet in the Post-Soviet Sphere
(Oxford Studies in Digital Politics) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Sandra Maes:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this Revolution Stalled: The
Political Limits of the Internet in the Post-Soviet Sphere (Oxford Studies in Digital Politics) book as
beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Bertha Davis:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Revolution Stalled: The Political
Limits of the Internet in the Post-Soviet Sphere (Oxford Studies in Digital Politics) is kind of e-book which
is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Wanda Hardin:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Revolution Stalled: The Political Limits of the Internet in the Post-Soviet
Sphere (Oxford Studies in Digital Politics) why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as



cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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