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In Searching for Freedom after the Civil War: Klansman, Carpetbagger, Scalawag, and Freedman, G. Ward
Hubbs uses a stark and iconic political cartoon to illuminate postwar conflicts over the meaning of freedom
in the American South.

 

The cartoon first appeared in the Tuskaloosa Independent Monitor, published by local Ku Klux Klan boss
Ryland Randolph, as a swaggering threat aimed at three individuals. Hanged from an oak branch clutching a
carpetbag marked “OHIO” is the Reverend Arad S. Lakin, the Northern-born incoming president of the
University of Alabama. Swinging from another noose is Dr. Noah B. Cloud—agricultural reformer,
superintendent of education, and deemed by Randolph a “scalawag” for joining Alabama’s reformed state
government. The accompanying caption, penned in purple prose, similarly threatens Shandy Jones, a
politically active local man of color.

 

Using a dynamic and unprecedented approach that interprets the same events through four points of view,
Hubbs artfully unpacks numerous layers of meaning behind this brutal two-dimensional image.

 

The four men associated with the cartoon—Randolph, Lakin, Cloud, and Jones—were archetypes of those
who were seeking to rebuild a South shattered by war. Hubbs explores these broad archetypes but also delves
deeply into the four men’s life stories, writings, speeches, and decisions in order to recreate each one’s
complex worldview and quest to live freely. Their lives, but especially their four very different
understandings of freedom, help to explain many of the conflicts of the 1860s. The result is an intellectual
tour de force.

 

General readers of this highly accessible volume will discover fascinating new insights about life during and
after America’s greatest crisis, as will scholars of the Civil War, Reconstruction, and southern history.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

The book Searching for Freedom after the Civil War: Klansman, Carpetbagger, Scalawag, and Freedman can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave a good thing like a book Searching for Freedom after the Civil War: Klansman, Carpetbagger,
Scalawag, and Freedman? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Searching for Freedom after the Civil War: Klansman, Carpetbagger, Scalawag, and Freedman has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Erin Harmon:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Searching for Freedom after
the Civil War: Klansman, Carpetbagger, Scalawag, and Freedman is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Willie Grajeda:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Searching for Freedom after the Civil
War: Klansman, Carpetbagger, Scalawag, and Freedman book as this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Martin Hanson:

The e-book with title Searching for Freedom after the Civil War: Klansman, Carpetbagger, Scalawag, and
Freedman contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this
book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.
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