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Why do the vast majority of heroin users live in cities? In his provocative history of heroin in the United
States, Eric C. Schneider explains what is distinctively urban about this undisputed king of underworld
drugs.

During the twentieth century, New York City was the nation's heroin capital—over half of all known addicts
lived there, and underworld bosses like Vito Genovese, Nicky Barnes, and Frank Lucas used their
international networks to import and distribute the drug to cities throughout the country, generating vast
sums of capital in return. Schneider uncovers how New York, as the principal distribution hub, organized the
global trade in heroin and sustained the subcultures that supported its use.

Through interviews with former junkies and clinic workers and in-depth archival research, Schneider also
chronicles the dramatically shifting demographic profile of heroin users. Originally popular among working-
class whites in the 1920s, heroin became associated with jazz musicians and Beat writers in the 1940s.
Musician Red Rodney called heroin the trademark of the bebop generation. "It was the thing that gave us
membership in a unique club," he proclaimed. Smack takes readers through the typical haunts of heroin
users—52nd Street jazz clubs, Times Square cafeterias, Chicago's South Side street corners—to explain how
young people were initiated into the drug culture.

Smack recounts the explosion of heroin use among middle-class young people in the 1960s and 1970s. It
became the drug of choice among a wide swath of youth, from hippies in Haight-Ashbury and soldiers in
Vietnam to punks on the Lower East Side. Panics over the drug led to the passage of increasingly severe
legislation that entrapped heroin users in the criminal justice system without addressing the issues that led to
its use in the first place. The book ends with a meditation on the evolution of the war on drugs and addresses
why efforts to solve the drug problem must go beyond eliminating supply.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Elkins:

This book untitled Smack: Heroin and the American City (Politics and Culture in Modern America) to be
one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot
of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

John Householder:

The reserve untitled Smack: Heroin and the American City (Politics and Culture in Modern America) is the
guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Smack: Heroin and the American City
(Politics and Culture in Modern America) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Lawrence Shults:

Beside this Smack: Heroin and the American City (Politics and Culture in Modern America) in your phone,
it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Smack: Heroin and the American City (Politics and Culture in
Modern America) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you
would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss it? Find this book and also read it from today!

Douglas Brim:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled
update of news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Smack: Heroin and the American City (Politics and Culture in Modern America) when
you needed it?
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