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One of the most extensive studies of class in 19th-century African American literature to date, Dividing
Lines unveils how black fiction writers represented the uneasy relationship between class differences, racial
solidarity, and the quest for civil rights in black communities. By portraying complex, highly stratified
communities with a growing black middle class, these authors dispelled notions that black Americans were
uniformly poor or uncivilized. The book argues that the signs of class anxiety are embedded in postbellum
fiction: from the verbal stammer or prim speech of class-conscious characters to fissures in the fiction's form.

Andreá N. Williams delves into the familiar and lesser-known works of Frances E. W. Harper, Pauline
Hopkins, Charles W. Chesnutt, Sutton Griggs, and Paul Laurence Dunbar, showing how these texts mediate
class through discussions of labor, moral respectability, ancestry, spatial boundaries, and skin complexion.
Dividing Lines also draws on reader responses—from book reviews, editorials, and letters—to show how the
class anxiety expressed in African American fiction directly sparked reader concerns over the status of black
Americans in the U.S. social order. Weaving literary history with compelling textual analyses, this study
yields new insights about the intersection of race and class in black novels and short stories from the 1880s
to 1900s.
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Thompson:

The book Dividing Lines: Class Anxiety and Postbellum Black Fiction (Class : Culture) will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Dividing Lines: Class Anxiety
and Postbellum Black Fiction (Class : Culture) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the
e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Judy Finley:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Dividing Lines: Class Anxiety and Postbellum Black
Fiction (Class : Culture) why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will
not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Clifford Harris:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Dividing Lines: Class Anxiety
and Postbellum Black Fiction (Class : Culture) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's see.

Maryann Warren:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
With the book Dividing Lines: Class Anxiety and Postbellum Black Fiction (Class : Culture) we can
consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a
book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with
that book Dividing Lines: Class Anxiety and Postbellum Black Fiction (Class : Culture). You can more
pleasing than now.
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