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Horse racing in America dates back to the colonial era when street races were a common occurrence. The
commercialization of horse racing produced a sport that would briefly surpass all others in popularity, with
annual races such as the Kentucky Derby, Preakness, and Belmont Stakes growing to rank among America’s
most celebrated sporting events. From the very onset, horse racing and gambling were intertwined. As the
popularity of racing and betting grew, so, too, did the controversies and corruption. Yet, despite the best
efforts of social reformers, bookmakers stubbornly plied their trade, adapting and evolving as horse racing
gave way to team sports as the backbone of their business.

In Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History, Arne K. Lang provides a sweeping overview of
legal and illegal sports and race betting in the United States, from the first thoroughbred meet at Saratoga in
1863 through the modern day. The cultural war between bookmakers and their adversaries is a recurring
theme, as bookmakers were often forced into the shadows during times of social reform, only to bloom anew
when the time was ripe. While much of bookmaking’s history takes place in New York, other locales such as
Chicago, Las Vegas, and Atlantic City—not to mention Cyberspace—are also discussed in this volume.

A comprehensive exploration of the evolution of bookmaking—including the legal developments and
technological advancements that have taken place over the years—Sports Betting and Bookmaking is a
fascinating read. This informative and engaging book will be of interest to anyone wanting to learn more
about America’s long history with gambling on horse racing and team sports.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Brown:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Sports
Betting and Bookmaking: An American History? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have different opinion?

Gayle Stalder:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Sports Betting and Bookmaking:
An American History. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Carl Melton:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just
their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American
History to read.

Kenneth Rogers:

Beside this Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History in your phone, it could possibly give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to
have Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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