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Few of us spend much time thinking about courage, but we know it when we see it--or do we? Is it best
displayed by marching into danger, making the charge, or by resisting, enduring without complaint? Is it
physical or moral, or both? Is it fearless, or does it involve subduing fear? Abner Small, a Civil War soldier,
was puzzled by what he called the "mystery of bravery"; to him, courage and cowardice seemed strangely
divorced from character and will. It is this mystery, just as puzzling in our day, that William Ian Miller
unravels in this engrossing meditation.

Miller culls sources as varied as soldiers' memoirs, heroic and romantic literature, and philosophical
discussions to get to the heart of courage--and to expose its role in generating the central anxieties of
masculinity and manhood. He probes the link between courage and fear, and explores the connection
between bravery and seemingly related states: rashness, stubbornness, madness, cruelty, fury; pride and fear
of disgrace; and the authority and experience that minimize fear. By turns witty and moving, inquisitive and
critical, his inquiry takes us from ancient Greece to medieval Europe, to the American Civil War, to the
Great War and Vietnam, with sidetrips to the schoolyard, the bedroom, and the restaurant. Whether
consulting Aristotle or private soldiers, Miller elicits consistently compelling insights into a condition as
endlessly interesting as it is elusive.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Cox:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Mystery of Courage. All
type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social
media.

Rene King:

The experience that you get from The Mystery of Courage is a more deep you rooting the information that
hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but
The Mystery of Courage giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this The Mystery of Courage
instantly.

Ruth Snider:

The book untitled The Mystery of Courage contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the
woman idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the
new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Nancy Barry:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Mystery of Courage or others sources were
given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to put
their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Mystery of Courage to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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