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With What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told Us, the Library of Arabic Literature brings readers an acknowledged
masterpiece of early 20th-century Arabic prose. Penned by the Egyptian journalist Muhammad al-
Muwaylihi, this exceptional title was first introduced in serialized form in his family’s pioneering
newspaper Misbah al-Sharq (Light of the East), on which this edition is based, and later published in book
form in 1907. Widely hailed for its erudition and its mordant wit, What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told Us was
embraced by Egypt’s burgeoning reading public and soon became required reading for generations of
Egyptian school students.

 

Bridging classical genres and the emerging tradition of modern Arabic fiction, What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told
Us is divided into two parts, the second of which was only added to the text with the fourth edition of 1927.
Sarcastic in tone and critical in outlook, the book relates the excursions of its narrator ?Isa ibn Hisham and
his companion, the Pasha, through a rapidly Westernized Cairo at the height of British occupation, providing
vivid commentary of a society negotiating—however imperfectly—the clash of imported cultural values and
traditional norms of conduct, law, and education. The “Second Journey” takes the narrator to Paris to visit
the Exposition Universelle of 1900, where al-Muwaylihi casts the same relentlessly critical eye on European
society, modernity, and the role of Western imperialism as it ripples across the globe.

 

Paving the way for the modern Arabic novel, What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told Us is invaluable both for its
sociological insight into colonial Egypt and its pioneering role in Arabic literary history.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Maselli:

The book What 'Isa ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume Two: 2 (Library of Arabic
Literature) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the great thing like a book What 'Isa ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume Two: 2 (Library of
Arabic Literature)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book What 'Isa ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume Two: 2 (Library of Arabic Literature)
has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Thomas Major:

This book untitled What 'Isa ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume Two: 2 (Library of Arabic
Literature) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-
book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can
order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this book
from your list.

Lorretta Cox:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read will be What 'Isa ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume Two: 2 (Library of Arabic
Literature).

Gregory Anderson:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose the book What 'Isa ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time,
Volume Two: 2 (Library of Arabic Literature) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
current skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to available a book and read it. Beside that the guide What 'Isa ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of
Time, Volume Two: 2 (Library of Arabic Literature) can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel



alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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