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The world’s second-wealthiest country, Japan once seemed poised to overtake America. But its failure to
recover from the economic collapse of the early 1990s was unprecedented, and today it confronts an array of
disturbing social trends. Japan has the highest suicide rate and lowest birthrate of all industrialized countries,
and a rising incidence of untreated cases of depression. Equally as troubling are the more than one million
young men who shut themselves in their rooms, withdrawing from society, and the growing numbers of
“parasite singles,” the name given to single women who refuse to leave home, marry, or bear children.

In Shutting Out the Sun, Michael Zielenziger argues that Japan’s rigid, tradition-steeped society, its aversion
to change, and its distrust of individuality and the expression of self are stifling economic revival, political
reform, and social evolution. Giving a human face to the country’s malaise, Zielenziger explains how these
constraints have driven intelligent, creative young men to become modern-day hermits. At the same time,
young women, better educated than their mothers and earning high salaries, are rejecting the traditional path
to marriage and motherhood, preferring to spend their money on luxury goods and travel.

Smart, unconventional, and politically controversial, Shutting Out the Sun is a bold explanation of Japan’s
stagnation and its implications for the rest of the world.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Keeler:

The book Shutting Out the Sun: How Japan Created Its Own Lost Generation (Vintage Departures) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the great thing like a book Shutting Out the Sun: How Japan Created Its Own Lost Generation (Vintage
Departures)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Shutting Out the
Sun: How Japan Created Its Own Lost Generation (Vintage Departures) has simple shape but you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So
it is very wonderful.

Jonathan McLean:

This Shutting Out the Sun: How Japan Created Its Own Lost Generation (Vintage Departures) book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This Shutting Out the Sun: How Japan Created
Its Own Lost Generation (Vintage Departures) without we comprehend teach the one who studying it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Shutting Out the Sun: How Japan
Created Its Own Lost Generation (Vintage Departures) can bring any time you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Shutting Out the Sun: How Japan Created Its Own Lost Generation (Vintage Departures) having good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Willard Griffin:

Beside this specific Shutting Out the Sun: How Japan Created Its Own Lost Generation (Vintage Departures)
in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Shutting Out the Sun: How Japan Created Its Own Lost
Generation (Vintage Departures) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have
book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from today!

John Bradley:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those books have many



advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through the book
Shutting Out the Sun: How Japan Created Its Own Lost Generation (Vintage Departures) we can get more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Shutting Out
the Sun: How Japan Created Its Own Lost Generation (Vintage Departures). You can more pleasing than
now.
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