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During the last five decades, U.S. cultural diplomacy programs have withered because of politics and
accidents of history that have subordinated cultural diplomacy to public relations campaigning, now called
“public diplomacy.” With anti-Americanism on the rise worldwide, cultural diplomacy should become an
immediate priority, but politicians continue to ignore this relatively inexpensive, age-old tool for promoting
understanding among nations. Richard Arndt probes the history of American cultural diplomacy to
demonstrate its valuable past contributions and to make a plea for reviving it for the future.

Cultural relations occur naturally between people in different nations as a result of trade, tourism, student
exchanges, entertainment, communications, migration, intermarriage—millions of cross-cultural encounters.
But cultural diplomacy only happens when a government decides to channel and to support cultural
exchange through planned programs to promote broad national interests. The First Resort of Kings examines
the first eight decades of formal U.S. cultural diplomacy, from its tentative beginnings in World War I
through the 1990s. Arndt also compares America’s efforts with those of other nations and enriches his
narrative by detailing the professional experiences of the men and women who have represented American
democracy, education, intellect, art, and literature to the rest of the world. His work shows that this dialogue
of American culture and education with the rest of the world is neither a frill nor a domestic political concern
but is the deepest cornerstone of a positive, forward-looking U.S. foreign policy. Arndt argues that,
particularly in the wake of the Iraq War, America must revive its cultural diplomacy programs as a long-term
investment in international goodwill and understanding.
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From reader reviews:

James Donofrio:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important usually. The book The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural
Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century has been making you to know about other understanding and of course
you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book The First Resort of Kings:
American Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century is not only giving you a lot more new information
but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural Diplomacy
in the Twentieth Century. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Loren Parker:

The event that you get from The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth
Century could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The First Resort of Kings:
American Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this kind of The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural
Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century instantly.

Michael Lucius:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural Diplomacy
in the Twentieth Century as the daily resource information.

Jesica Simon:

Typically the book The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century has a
lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.
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