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Supernatural events, women in distress, and a corrupt clergy were popular themes in the Gothic novels of the
19th century. All of those elements, along with murder, incest, and the excesses of the Spanish Inquisition,
are present in The Monk (1796), one of the era's bestselling and most influential novels.
Set in a sinister Capuchin monastery in Madrid, the ever-more horrifying narrative recounts the experiences
of a lustful and devious abbot, who forgoes his monastic vows in the face of temptation and sexual
obsession. Seduced by an evil woman and intoxicated by desire, he assaults an innocent young girl and — to
conceal his guilt — murders her mother. For these and other unholy offenses, he is apprehended and
imprisoned, where he is subject to unpleasant treatment at the hands of the ecclesiastical authorities. In order
to escape, he sells his soul to the devil, discovering in the aftermath the grim consequence of his horrifying
acts.
The most famous work in the otherwise unremarkable literary production of "Monk" Lewis, the novel's
anticlericalism and heavy-breathing eroticism earned it a scandalous reputation in its time that was still intact
100 years after its publication. Today, more than two centuries later, the unvarnished crime and passion of
The Monk still retain the ability to jar readers — even those inured to the violence and degradation of modern
life. A masterpiece of Gothic storytelling, the book remains, as Samuel Taylor Coleridge noted, "rich,
powerful, and fervid."
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Burks:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Monk (Dover
Thrift Editions) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The
particular book untitled The Monk (Dover Thrift Editions)is the one of several books which everyone read
now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple
way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Charles Simpson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try
to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them
is this The Monk (Dover Thrift Editions).

Martha Bryant:

This The Monk (Dover Thrift Editions) is new way for you who has interest to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Monk (Dover Thrift Editions) can be the light
food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web
form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer.
So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Christopher Gonzalez:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Monk (Dover Thrift Editions) can make you experience more



interested to read.
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