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Crime is an American preoccupation. Campaigns such as the war on drugs, zero tolerance policing, and three
strikes and youre out--not to mention the ever-shrill coverage of crime stories-all suggest a perpetually
outraged nation determined to keep its criminal element at bay, no matter the cost. But is this really what
average Americans think about crime and crime control measures? Or is the no holds barred approach
merely another oscillation in an ongoing cycle of intolerance and tolerance in American thinking? Have
prevailing but short-lived sensibilities on crime overruled our common sense? In this wide-ranging analysis,
Michael Tonry argues that those responsible for crafting Americas criminal justice policy have lost their way
in a forest of good intentions, political cynicism, and public anxieties. American crime control politics over
time have created a punishment system no one would knowingly have chosen yet one that no one seems able
to change. Fueled by knee-jerk rhetoric and moral panics, the current crime control regime is founded on
short-term thinking and the personal ambitions of politicians terrified of appearing soft on crime, rather than
on policies that work. Tonry demonstrates that attitudes toward crime in America are cyclical. Prevailing
sensibilities rather than timeless truths govern the American war on crime, resulting in policies both wasteful
and harsh. U.S. crime trends closely resemble those of other nations, yet American policies are very
different. The evolution of the war on drugs is an example; sentencing grew steadily harsher long after the
drug problem itself eased. Seamlessly blending history with an easy presentation of day-to-day realities and
empirical evidence, Tonry proposes tangible, specific solutions that can serve as a platform for criminal
justice reform. A spirited manifesto rooted in a lifetime of crime expertise, Tonrys book calls on politician
and policymakers to choose the right path, not the easy or politically expedient one. We know how to create
an effective and humane criminal justice system. Now we must have the courage to do so, by abandoning the
current status quo, which is both costly and cruel in favor of practices that will move America closer to the
mainstream of contemporary Western values.
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From reader reviews:

Elisabeth Martinez:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Thinking about
Crime: Sense and Sensibility in American Penal Culture (Studies in Crime and Public Policy)? Maybe it is to
get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

David Rutherford:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Thinking about Crime: Sense and
Sensibility in American Penal Culture (Studies in Crime and Public Policy). All type of book can you see on
many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Johnny Cahill:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Thinking about Crime: Sense and
Sensibility in American Penal Culture (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) book because book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it as you know.

Carmine Caulfield:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Thinking about Crime: Sense and Sensibility in American Penal
Culture (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) can make you sense more interested to read.
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