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Buddhism is widely known to advocate a stance of total pacifism towards all sentient beings, and because of
this, it is often thought that Buddhist doctrine would stipulate that non-violent food practices, such as
vegetarianism, be mandatory. However, the P?li source materials do not encourage vegetarianism and most
Buddhists do not practice it. Using research based on ethnographic evidence and interviews, this book
discusses this issue by presenting an investigation of vegetarianism and animal ethics within a Buddhist
cultural domain.

Focusing on Sri Lanka, a place of great historical significance to Buddhism, the book looks at how lay
Buddhists and the clergy came to understand the role of vegetarianism and animal ethics in Buddhism. It
analyses whether the Buddha preached a view that encouraged vegetarianism, and how this squares with his
pacifism towards animals. The book goes on to question how Buddhist food practices intersect with other
secular activities such as traditional medicine, as well as discussing the wider implications of Buddhist
animal pacifism including vegetarian political movements and animal rights groups.

Shedding light on a subject that, until now, has only been tangentially treated by scholars, this
interdisciplinary study will be of interest to those working in the fields of Buddhist Studies, Religion and
Philosophy, as well as South Asian Studies.
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From reader reviews:

Roxanne Mazon:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Vegetarianism and
Animal Ethics in Contemporary Buddhism (Routledge Studies in Asian Religion and Philosophy) book as
starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Patricia Gagliano:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Vegetarianism and Animal Ethics in Contemporary Buddhism (Routledge Studies in Asian Religion and
Philosophy), you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a guide.

Richard Harden:

Beside this particular Vegetarianism and Animal Ethics in Contemporary Buddhism (Routledge Studies in
Asian Religion and Philosophy) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Vegetarianism
and Animal Ethics in Contemporary Buddhism (Routledge Studies in Asian Religion and Philosophy)
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what
it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find
this book and read it from right now!

Melody Herrera:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Vegetarianism and Animal Ethics in Contemporary
Buddhism (Routledge Studies in Asian Religion and Philosophy) was vibrant and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book Vegetarianism and Animal Ethics in Contemporary Buddhism (Routledge
Studies in Asian Religion and Philosophy) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For



example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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