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It was close to the small southern Belgian town of Mons that the shooting war began or the British
Expeditionary Force in August 1914. It was close to the same town that it ended for them over fifteen
hundred days later. Neither the BEF nor the German Army planned or foresaw that first confrontation at
Mons. It came about through blind chance and a series of miscalculations, born of ignorance on both sides,
of precisely where and how strong their adversaries were. Although the Battle of Mons showed the BEF to
be more than a match for the Germans, it was forced into the long Retreat from Mons as the growing German
preponderance became apparent. Mons only briefly played host to the BEF in August 1914. Nevertheless the
town acquired a special place in the hearts and minds of the BEF and the British people, enhanced for many
by the enduring stories of the Angel of Mons. Although the Western Front became mired in static trench
warfare many miles from Mons, there was always a resolve on the part of the BEF that one day they would
fight their way back there and liberate the town. This was finally achieved on the last night of the war, only
hours before the Armistice ended it. The year 2008 sees the 90th anniversary of the liberation of Mons. To
mark this milestone the book describes the arrival of the BEF in Mons in 1914, the Battle of Mons itself, the
Retreat from Mons, the Battle of Le Cateau, and the background to the Angel of Mons stories. It also
describes events on the Western Front through to the German spring offensives of 1918. During more than
four years of German occupation the people of Mons suffered privation, near starvation, deportations and
executions. These are described, drawing heavily on unpublished local sources. The Allied 100 Days
Campaign is then outlined culminating in the liberation of the town. The last chapter brings the story of
Mons and of the main wartime players up to date. Finally two appendices describe the military and political
developments which brought the BEF to Mons on that fateful weekend in August 1914.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Blow:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Mons 1914-1918: The
Beginning and the End. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Thomas Paris:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Mons 1914-1918: The
Beginning and the End is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Kathleen King:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in writing, they
also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this Mons 1914-1918: The
Beginning and the End.

Leon King:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims
Mons 1914-1918: The Beginning and the End.
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