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EXCERPT:
With the publication of the texts included in this the last part of volume X, Sumerian Liturgical and Epical
Texts, the writer arrives at a definite stage in the interpretation of the religious material in the Nippur
collection. Having been privileged to examine the collection in Philadelphia as well as that in
Constantinople, I write with a sense of responsibility in giving to the public a brief statement concerning
what the temple library of ancient Nippur really contained. Omitting the branches pertaining to history, law,
grammar and mathematics, the following résumé is limited to those tablets which, because of their bearing
upon the history of religion, especially upon the origins of Hebrew religion, have attracted the attention of
the public on two continents to the collections of the University Museum.
Undoubtedly the group of texts which have the most human interest and greatest literary value is the epical
group, designated in Sumerian by the rubric zag-sal.1 This literary term was employed by the Sumerian
scribes to designate a composition as didactic and theological. Religious texts of such kind are generally
composed in an easy and graceful style and, although somewhat influenced by liturgical mannerisms, may be
readily distinguished from the hymns and psalms sung in the temples to musical accompaniment. The zagsal
compositions2 are mythological and theological treatises concerning the deeds and characters of the great
gods. The most important didactic hymns of the Nippur collection and in fact the most important religious
texts in early Sumerian literature are two six column tablets, one (very incomplete) on the Creation and the
Flood published by Dr. Poebel, and one (all but complete) on Paradise and the Fall of Man. Next in
importance is a large six column tablet containing a mythological and didactic hymn on the characteristics of
the virgin mother goddess.3 A long mythological hymn in four columns4 on the cohabitation of the earth god
Enlil and the mother goddess Ninlil and an equally long but more literary hymn to the virgin goddess Innini5
are good examples of this group of tablets in the Nippur collection.6 One of the most interesting examples of
didactic composition is a hymn to the deified king Dungi of Ur. By accident both the Philadelphia and the
Constantinople collections possess copies of this remarkable poem and the entire text has been reconstructed
by the writer in a previous publication.7 1 have already signaled the unique importance of this extraordinary
hymn to the god-man Dungi in which he is described as the divinely born king who was sent by the gods to
restore the lost paradise.8 The poem mentions the flood which, according to the Epic of Paradise, terminated
by divine punishment the Utopian age. The same mythological belief underlies the hymn to Dungi. Paradise
had been lost and this god-man was sent to restore the golden age. There is a direct connection between this
messianic hymn to Dungi and the remarkable Epic of Paradise. All other known hymns to deified kings are
liturgical compositions and have the rubrics which characterize them as songs sung in public services. But
the didactic hymn to Dungi has the rubric [dDungi] zag-sal, “O praise Dungi.” It would be difficult to claim
more conclusive evidence than this for the correctness of our interpretation of the group of zagsal literature
and of the entire mythological and theological exegesis propounded in the edition of the Epic of Paradise,
edited in part one of this volume.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Higa:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Sumerian
Liturgies and Psalms? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Antonio Haynie:

This book untitled Sumerian Liturgies and Psalms to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone.
So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Willie Alford:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Sumerian Liturgies and Psalms your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead
of. The Sumerian Liturgies and Psalms giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jack Morgan:

Sumerian Liturgies and Psalms can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Sumerian Liturgies and Psalms although doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.
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