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This highly topical book is a concise and accessible account of the relationship between technology and
work. Firstly, it reviews and critically assesses a variety of recent approaches to the social and cultural
dimensions of technology. Secondly, it examines the implications of these new approaches for existing ideas
about the nature of technology and work organization.

At the core of much thinking about technology is the assumption that the technical character and capacity of
artefacts is given. The enduring image of deus ex machina captures the idea that it is the essential capacity
'within' a technology which, in the end, accounts for the way we organize ourselves, our work and other life
experiences. Recent work in the sociology of technology, by contrast, sets out relativist and constructivist
accounts of technology, which begin to challenge this central assumption.

The Machine at Work includes a reinterpretation of the Luddites; a review of the social processes of
development in information technology; a reassessment of theories of the role of technology in work; and an
analysis of the common limitations of some constructivist and feminist perspectives on technology. The book
argues that only a commitment to a particular conception of constructivism enables the kind of radical
rethinking about technology and work relations that is needed.

This engaging and informative text will be of interest to students in a range of subject areas - from sociology,
organizational theory and behaviour, to industrial relations, management and business studies.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Hill:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Machine at Work: Technology,
Work and Organization book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Marisa Reber:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Machine at Work: Technology, Work and Organization,
you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Bertha Greene:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Machine at Work: Technology, Work
and Organization guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation The Machine at Work:
Technology, Work and Organization as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This
is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense
to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Helen Hanson:

The book untitled The Machine at Work: Technology, Work and Organization contain a lot of information
on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new
time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.
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