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This is a pioneering study that examines the sale of sex in classical Athens from a commercial (rather than
from a cultural or moral) perspective. Following the authors earlier book on Athenian banking, this work
analyzes erotic business at Athens in the context of the Athenian economy. For the Athenians, the social
acceptability and moral standing of human labor was largely determined by the conditions under which work
was performed. Pursued in a context characteristic of servile endeavor, prostitution--like all forms of slave
labor--was contemptible. Pursued under conditions appropriate to non-servile endeavor, prostitution--like all
forms of free labor--was not violative of Athenian work ethics. As a mercantile activity, however,
prostitution was not untouched by Athenian antagonism toward commercial and manual pursuits; as the
business of sex, prostitution further evoked negativity from segments of Greek opinion uncomfortable with
any form of carnality. Yet ancient sources also adumbrate another view, in which the sale of sex, lawful and
indeed pervasive at Athens, is presented alluringly. In a book that will be of interest to all students of sex and
gender, to economic, legal and social historians, and to classicists, the author explores the high compensation
earned by female sexual entrepreneurs who often controlled prostitutional businesses that were perpetuated
from generation to generation on a matrilineal basis, and that benefitted from legislative restrictions on
pimping. The author juxtaposes the widespread practice of prostitution pursuant to written contract with
legislation targeting male prostitutes functioning as governmental leaders, and explores the seemingly
contradictory phenomena of extensive sexual exploitation of slave prostitutes (male and female) coexisting
with Athenian societys pride in its legislative protection of slaves and minors against sexual outrage.
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From reader reviews:

Carmel Smith:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means
of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Athenian Prostitution: The
Business of Sex book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Daniel Trimble:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Athenian Prostitution: The Business of Sex, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Robert Alleman:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is usually Athenian Prostitution: The Business of Sex.

Marvin Ober:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as
of book Athenian Prostitution: The Business of Sex. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It
is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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