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Covering the period from 1936 to 1953, Empire of Ideas reveals how and why image first became a
component of foreign policy, prompting policymakers to embrace such techniques as propaganda,
educational exchanges, cultural exhibits, overseas libraries, and domestic public relations.

Drawing upon exhaustive research in official government records and the private papers of top officials in
the Roosevelt and Truman administrations, including newly declassified material, Justin Hart takes the
reader back to the dawn of what Time-Life publisher Henry Luce would famously call the "American
century," when U.S. policymakers first began to think of the nation's image as a foreign policy issue.
Beginning with the Buenos Aires Conference in 1936--which grew out of FDR's Good Neighbor Policy
toward Latin America--Hart traces the dramatic growth of public diplomacy in the war years and beyond.
The book describes how the State Department established the position of Assistant Secretary of State for
Public and Cultural Affairs in 1944, with Archibald MacLeish--the Pulitzer Prize-winning poet and Librarian
of Congress--the first to fill the post. Hart shows that the ideas of MacLeish became central to the evolution
of public diplomacy, and his influence would be felt long after his tenure in government service ended. The
book examines a wide variety of propaganda programs, including the Voice of America, and concludes with
the creation of the United States Information Agency in 1953, bringing an end to the first phase of U. S.
public diplomacy.

Empire of Ideas remains highly relevant today, when U. S. officials have launched full-scale propaganda to
combat negative perceptions in the Arab world and elsewhere. Hart's study illuminates the similar efforts of
a previous generation of policymakers, explaining why our ability to shape our image is, in the end, quite
limited.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Rodriguez:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Empire of Ideas: The
Origins of Public Diplomacy and the Transformation of U. S. Foreign Policy. All type of book can you see
on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Burton Zinn:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Empire of Ideas:
The Origins of Public Diplomacy and the Transformation of U. S. Foreign Policy is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Wayne Kong:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Empire of
Ideas: The Origins of Public Diplomacy and the Transformation of U. S. Foreign Policy, you could tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a guide.

Melvin Dwyer:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book Empire of Ideas: The Origins of Public Diplomacy and the
Transformation of U. S. Foreign Policy was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern
era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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