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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject Ethnology / Cultural Anthropology, grade: 1,3, University
of Heidelberg (Institut für Ethnologie), course: Sorcery and Witchcraft in South Asia: Theories and Practices
of the Occult, language: English, abstract: To most people growing up in a Western cultural setting, magic,
sorcery and witchcraft hold a certain fascination. There always seems to be something mysterious,
extraordinary, even risky to the named issues, probably because we just don’t face them in everyday life.
Anthropology shares this fascination for the following reasons: “cross-cultural prevalence, frequent cultural
prominence, paradoxical attributes, no doubt the attraction of the exotic, and the potential for testing theories
about belief and social action” (Levine 1982: 259). In this paper, I will focus mainly on the subject of
witchcraft without disregarding important links to magic and sorcery. Central questions are: What is
witchcraft? Under what circumstances does witchcraft appear? Why do people accuse others of it or confess
to witchcraft themselves? How does witchcraft relate to the social structure, economics, politics and personal
affairs of the members of a society?
There have been different answers to those questions since the first papers on magic, sorcery, and witchcraft
have been written in the late 19th and early 20th century. In chapter 2, I will therefore present a historical
overview of the most important approaches in general which are also especially important for this study.
Theories by Frazer, Tylor, Malinowski, Evans- Pritchard and Douglas will be sketched out. Beforehand I
will try to discern the concepts of magic, witchcraft and sorcery in chapter 1 and name their most important
aspects. This differ-entiation is important to do, since the meanings of the named terms have changed over
the decades and there is still a bit of disaccord or confusion in the use and understanding of them today. In
chapter 3, I will give a résumé of the monography 'The Witch-Hunt; or: a Triumph of Morality' by F.G.
Bailey which is based on his fieldwork in an Indian village in 1953. He uses several anthropological
approaches to explain and interpret the exceptional events that have taken place, drawing on functional,
structural and psychological theories. Also in chapter 3, I will point out how Bailey provides empiric
examples for theories stated by great anthropolo- gists over the decades. Lastly, I will draw a conclusion and
try to answer the questions I posed above.
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From reader reviews:

Clinton Whitten:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Theories of Witchcraft in Practice: F.G. Bailey's 'The
Witch-Hunt'.

Nora Cordova:

The particular book Theories of Witchcraft in Practice: F.G. Bailey's 'The Witch-Hunt' has a lot info on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Katie Harper:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for you is Theories of Witchcraft in Practice: F.G. Bailey's 'The Witch-Hunt' this reserve
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Jose Johnson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Theories of Witchcraft in Practice: F.G. Bailey's 'The Witch-Hunt' when you essential
it?
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