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A History of the Chinese Language provides a comprehensive introduction to the historical development of
the Chinese language from its proto Sino-Tibetan roots in prehistoric times to Modern Standard Chinese.
Taking a highly accessible and balanced approach, it presents a chronological survey of the various stages of
Chinese language development, covering crucial aspects such as phonology, syntax and semantics.

Features include:

Coverage of the key historical stages in Chinese language development, such as Old Chinese, Middle●

Chinese, Early Modern Chinese, Classical Chinese and Modern Standard Chinese
Treatment of core linguistic aspects of the Chinese language including phonological changes, grammatical●

development, lexical evolution, vernacular writing, Chinese characters and Modern Chinese dialects
Inclusion of many authentic Chinese legends and texts throughout the book, presented through a rigorous●

framework of linguistic analysis to help students to build up strong critical and evaluative skills and acquire
valuable cultural knowledge
Integration of materials from different disciplines, such as archaeology, anthropology, history and●

sociolinguistics, to highlight the cultural and social background of each period of the language
Helpful appendices to aid students with no prior knowledge of linguistics or the Chinese language●

Companion website at www.routledge.com/cw/dong offering a wealth of supplementary resources such as●

additional exercises, answer keys and audio recordings of the sounds of Middle and Old Chinese.

Written by a highly experienced instructor, A History of the Chinese Language will be an essential resource
for beginning students of Chinese Language and Linguistics and for anyone interested in the history and
culture of China.
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From reader reviews:

Leon Santiago:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book A History of the Chinese Language ended up being making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for
you. The book A History of the Chinese Language is not only giving you much more new information but
also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try
to make relationship with the book A History of the Chinese Language. You never experience lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Timothy Hardy:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the A History of the Chinese Language is kind
of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Charles Aranda:

The reason why? Because this A History of the Chinese Language is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Patrick Leon:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled A History of the Chinese Language the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never
get before. The A History of the Chinese Language giving you an additional experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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