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The process of rural-urban transformation presents both opportunities and challenges for development. If
managed effectively, it can result in growth that benefits everyone; if managed poorly, it can lead to stark
welfare disparities and entire regions cut off from the advantages of agglomeration economies. The
importance of rural-urban transition has been confirmed by two consecutive World Development Reports:
WDR 2008 Agriculture for Development; and WDR 2009 Reshaping Economic Geography. Focusing on
Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, this book picks up where the WDRs left off, investigating the influence
of country conditions and policies on the pace, pattern, and consequences of rural-urban transition and
suggesting strategies to ensure that its benefits results in shared improvements in well-being. The book
uncovers vast inequalities, whether between two regions of one country, between rural and urban areas, or
within cities themselves. The authors find little evidence to suggest that these inequalities will automatically
diminish as countries develop: empirical and qualitative analysis suggests that spatial divides are mainly a
function of country conditions, policies and institutions. By implication, policymakers must take active steps
to ensure that rural-urban transition results in shared growth. Spatially unbiased provision of health and
education services is crucial to ensuring that the benefits of transition are shared by all. But connective
infrastructure and targeted interventions also emerge as important considerations, even in countries with
severely constrained fiscal and administrative capacity. The authors suggest steps for navigating the tricky
political economy of land reforms. And they alert readers to potential spillover effects that mean that policies
designed for one space can have unintended consequences on another.Policymakers and development
experts, as well as anyone concerned with the impact of rural-urban transition on growth and equity, will find
this book a thought-provoking and informative read.
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From reader reviews:

Margarita Toman:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
These are reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this From Farm to Firm (Directions in Development).

Pablo McNamara:

This From Farm to Firm (Directions in Development) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This particular From Farm to Firm (Directions in Development) without we comprehend teach the one who
reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry From Farm to Firm
(Directions in Development) can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This From Farm to Firm (Directions
in Development) having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

John Razo:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time
to be learn. From Farm to Firm (Directions in Development) can be your answer as it can be read by you
who have those short free time problems.

James Shockley:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The From
Farm to Firm (Directions in Development) provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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