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The Japanese are in the process of re-creating themselves--an endeavor they have undertaken at intervals
throughout history, always prompted by a combination of domestic and global forces. In this landmark book,
Patrick Smith asserts that a variety of forces--the achievement of material affluence, the Cold War's end, and
the death of Emperor Hirohito--are now spurring Japan once again toward a fundamental redefinition of
itself.  

As Smith argues, this requires of the West an equally thorough reevaluation of the picture we have held of
Japan over the past half-century. He reveals how economic overdevelopment conceals profound political,
social, and psychological under-development. And by refocusing on "internal history"  and the Japanese
character, Smith offers a new framework for understanding Japan and the Japanese as they really are. The
Japanese, he says, are now seeking to alter the very thing we believe distinguishes them: the relationship
between the individual and society.

Timely, measured, and authoritative, this book illuminates a new Japan, a nation preparing to drop the mask
it holds up to the West and to steer a course of its own in the world.

Jacket image: The Great Wave of Kanagawa, from 36 Views of Mount Fuji (detail) by Katsushika Hokusai.
Private collection.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Hall:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Japan: A Reinterpretation will make you
to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Kerry Erdman:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question
since just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need that Japan: A Reinterpretation to read.

Michael Davis:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Japan: A Reinterpretation book
because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Kevin Miller:

You could spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Japan: A Reinterpretation is simple to
develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring
the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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