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Fourth grade is ground zero in the fierce debates about education reform in America. It’s when kids (well,
some of them) make the shift from “learning to read” to “reading to learn,” and tomes have been written
about the fourth-grade year by educators, administrators, philosophers, and pundits. Now, in a fascinating
and groundbreaking book, Inda Schaenen adds the voices of actual fourth-grade kids to the conversation.

Schaenen, a journalist turned educator, spent a year traveling across the state of Missouri, the geographical
and spiritual center of the country, visiting fourth-grade classrooms of every description: public, private,
urban, rural, religious, charter. Speaking of Fourth Grade looks at how our different approaches to education
stack up against one another and chronicles what kids at the heart of our great, democratic education
experiment have to say about “What Makes a Good Teacher” and “What Makes a Good Student,” as well as
what they think about the Accelerated Reader programs that dominate public school classrooms, high-stakes
testing, and the very purpose of school in the first place.

A brilliant and original work at the intersection of oral history, sociology, and journalism, Speaking of
Fourth Grade offers unique insight into the personal consequences of national education policy. The voices
of the children in Speaking of Fourth Grade will stay with readers—parents, teachers, and others—for many
years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Sandler:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Speaking of Fourth Grade:
What Listening to Kids Tells Us About School in America. All type of book can you see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Robert Rochester:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Speaking of Fourth Grade: What Listening to Kids Tells Us About School in America, it is possible to tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a guide.

John Tammaro:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need
more time to be study. Speaking of Fourth Grade: What Listening to Kids Tells Us About School in America
can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Clyde King:

The book untitled Speaking of Fourth Grade: What Listening to Kids Tells Us About School in America
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice learn.
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