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Four Shin Buddhist thinkers reflect on their tradition’s encounter with modernity. Cultivating Spirituality is a
seminal anthology of Shin Buddhist thought, one that reflects this tradition’s encounter with modernity. Shin
(or Jodo Shinshu) is a popular form of Pure Land Buddhism, the most widely practiced form of Buddhism in
Japan, but is only now becoming well known in the West. The lives of the four thinkers included in the book
spanned the years 1863–1982, from the Meiji opening to the West to Japan’s establishment as an
industrialized democracy and world economic power. Kiyozawa Manshi, Soga Ryojin, Kaneko Daiei, and
Yasuda Rijin, all associated with Kyoto’s Otani University, dealt with the spiritual concerns of a society
undergoing great change. Their philosophical orientation known as “Seishinshugi” (“cultivating spirituality”)
provides a set of principles that prioritized personal, subjective experience as the basis for religious
understanding. In addition to providing access to work generally unavailable in English, this volume also
includes both a contextualizing introduction and introductions to each figure included. “Buddhism, whether
in Asia or the West, reveals itself to be a rich tapestry of diverse strands in which pioneers risked their
standing and even their very lives to establish new pathways appropriate for their times and places. The
editors … invite the reader to explore developments in Japanese Pure Land Buddhism as emblematic of this
tradition of innovation.” — Buddhadharma Mark L. Blum is Professor of Japanese at the University at
Albany, State University of New York. He is the author of The Origins and Development of Pure Land
Buddhism: A Study and Translation of Gyonen’s Jodo Homon Genrushoand the coeditor (with Shin’ya
Yasutomi) of Rennyo and the Roots of Modern Japanese Buddhism. Robert F. Rhodes is Professor of
Buddhist Studies at Otani University.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Silva:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Cultivating Spirituality: A Modern Shin
Buddhist Anthology book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Roger Dupre:

Typically the book Cultivating Spirituality: A Modern Shin Buddhist Anthology has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Margaret Hall:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Cultivating Spirituality: A Modern
Shin Buddhist Anthology can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Harold Dalton:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Cultivating Spirituality: A Modern Shin
Buddhist Anthology can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have matter
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Cultivating
Spirituality: A Modern Shin Buddhist Anthology.
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