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What does it mean to describe something or someone as absurd? Why did absurd philosophy and literature
become so popular amidst the violent conflicts and terrors of the mid- to late-twentieth century? Is it possible
to understand absurdity not as a feature of events, but as a psychological posture or stance? If so, what are
the objectives, dynamics, and repercussions of the absurd stance? And in what ways has the absurd stance
continued to shape postmodern thought and contemporary culture?

In Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity, Matthew H. Bowker offers a surprising account of absurdity as a
widespread endeavor to make parts of our experience meaningless. In the last century, he argues, fears about
subjects’ destructive desires have combined with fears about rationality in a way that has made the absurd
stance seem attractive. Drawing upon diverse sources from philosophy, literature, politics, psychoanalysis,
theology, and contemporary culture, Bowker identifies the absurd effort to make aspects of our histories, our
selves, and our public projects meaningless with postmodern revolts against reason and subjectivity.
Weaving together analyses of the work of Albert Camus, Georges Bataille, Judith Butler, Emmanuel
Levinas, and others with interview data and popular narratives of apocalypse and survival, Bowker shows
that the absurd stance and the postmodern revolt invite a kind of bargain, in which meaning is sacrificed in
exchange for the survival of innocence. Bowker asks us to consider that the very premise of this bargain is
false: that ethical subjects and healthy communities cannot be created in absurdity. Instead, we must make
meaningful even the most shocking losses, terrors, and destructive powers with which we live.

Bowker's book will be of interest to scholars and practitioners in the fields of political science, philosophy,
literature, psychoanalysis, sociology, and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Brock:

This Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity: Albert Camus, Postmodernity, and the Survival of Innocence
(Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) are reliable for you who want to become a successful person,
why. The reason why of this Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity: Albert Camus, Postmodernity, and the
Survival of Innocence (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) can be one of several great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with
information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring
it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity: Albert Camus, Postmodernity, and the Survival of Innocence
(Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Mark Armstrong:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity: Albert Camus, Postmodernity, and the Survival of Innocence
(Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The
Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity: Albert Camus, Postmodernity, and the Survival of Innocence
(Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) giving you one more experience more than blown away your
brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Sandra Jordon:

This Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity: Albert Camus, Postmodernity, and the Survival of Innocence
(Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity: Albert Camus, Postmodernity, and the Survival of Innocence
(Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but
this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt which?



Harold Morris:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity: Albert Camus, Postmodernity,
and the Survival of Innocence (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory). This book and that is qualified as
The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this book
you can get many advantages.
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