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Audacious in its scope, subtle in its analysis, and persuasive in its arguments, The Great Melding is the
second book in Glenn Feldman’ s magisterial recounting of the South’ s transformation from a
Reconstruction-era citadel of Democratic Party inertia to a cauldron of GOP agitation. In this pioneering
study, Feldman shows how the transitional years after World War II, the Dixiecrat episode, and the early
1950s formed a pivotal sequence of events that altered America’ s political landscape in profound,
fundamental, and unexpected ways.

 

Feldman’ s landmark work The Irony of the Solid South dismantled the myth of the New Deal consensus,
proving it to be only a fleeting alliance of fissiparous factions; The Great Melding further examines how the
South broke away from that consensus. Exploring issues of race and white supremacy, Feldman documents
and explains the roles of economics, religion, and emotive appeals to patriotism in southern voting patterns.
His probing and original analysis includes a discussion of the limits of southern liberalism and a fresh
examination of the Dixiecrat Revolt of 1948.

 

Feldman convincingly argues that the Dixiecrats— often dismissed as a transitory footnote in American
politics— served as a template for the modern conservative movement. Now a predictable Republican
stronghold, Alabama at the time was viewed by national political strategists as a battleground and bellwether.
Masterfully synthesizing a vast range of sources, Feldman shows that Alabama was then one of the few
states where voters made unpredictable choices between the competing ideologies of the Democrats,
Republicans, and Dixiecrats.

 

Writing in his lively and provocative style, Feldman demonstrates that the events he recounts in Alabama
between 1942 and Dwight Eisenhower’ s 1952 election encapsulate a rare moment of fluidity in American
politics, one in which the New Deal consensus shattered and the Democratic and Republican parties fought
off a third-party revolt only to find themselves irrevocably altered by their success. The Great Melding will
fascinate historians, political scientists, political strategists, and readers of political nonfiction.
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From reader reviews:

Karl Harms:

This The Great Melding: War, the Dixiecrat Rebellion, and the Southern Model for America's New
Conservatism (Modern South) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you
will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Great
Melding: War, the Dixiecrat Rebellion, and the Southern Model for America's New Conservatism (Modern
South) without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Great Melding: War, the Dixiecrat Rebellion, and the Southern
Model for America's New Conservatism (Modern South) can bring any time you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This The Great Melding: War, the Dixiecrat Rebellion, and the Southern Model for America's New
Conservatism (Modern South) having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Lupita Kirch:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this The Great Melding: War, the Dixiecrat Rebellion, and the Southern Model for America's New
Conservatism (Modern South), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Kelli Valverde:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Great Melding: War, the Dixiecrat Rebellion, and the Southern
Model for America's New Conservatism (Modern South) why because the amazing cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Nicholas Mishler:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top



book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book
The Great Melding: War, the Dixiecrat Rebellion, and the Southern Model for America's New Conservatism
(Modern South). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add
your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It
can bring you from one spot to other place.
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