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A thousand years ago, the Chinese government invited merchants from one of the Chinese port synagogue
communities to the capital, Kaifeng. The merchants settled there and the community prospered. Over
centuries, with government support, the Kaifeng Jews built and rebuilt their synagogue, which became
perhaps the world’s largest. Some studied for the rabbinate; others prepared for civil service examinations,
leading to a disproportionate number of Jewish government officials. While continuing orthodox Jewish
practices they added rituals honouring their parents and the patriarchs, in keeping with Chinese custom.
However, by the mid-eighteenth century?cut off from Judaism elsewhere for two centuries, their synagogue
destroyed by a flood, their community impoverished and dispersed by a civil war that devastated
Kaifeng?their Judaism became defunct.

The Theology of the Chinese Jews traces the history of Jews in China and explores how their theology’s
focus on love, rather than on the fear of a non-anthropomorphic God, may speak to contemporary liberal
Jews. Equally relevant to contemporary Jews is that the Chinese Jews remained fully Jewish while
harmonizing with the family-centred religion of China. In an illuminating postscript, Rabbi Anson Laytner
underscores the point that Jewish culture can thrive in an open society, “without hostility, by absorbing the
best of the dominant culture and making it one’s own.”
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From reader reviews:

Joan Stauffer:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Theology of the Chinese Jews, 1000-1850 book is readable by means
of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected
with The Theology of the Chinese Jews, 1000-1850 content conveys thinking easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you even now thinking The Theology of the Chinese Jews, 1000-1850 is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Vincent Baker:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of
the information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based
on what kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the
The Theology of the Chinese Jews, 1000-1850 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Roxanne Pineda:

This The Theology of the Chinese Jews, 1000-1850 is great e-book for you because the content which can be
full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having The Theology of the Chinese Jews, 1000-1850 in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data
in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute
right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt which?

Paul Queen:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is The Theology of the Chinese Jews, 1000-1850 this publication
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is



the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate
all of you.
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