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The complex relationship between America and the Arab world goes back further than most people realize.
In Artillery of Heaven, Ussama Makdisi presents a foundational American encounter with the Arab world
that occurred in the nineteenth century, shortly after the arrival of the first American Protestant missionaries
in the Middle East. He tells the dramatic tale of the conversion and death of As'ad Shidyaq, the earliest Arab
convert to American Protestantism. The struggle over this man's body and soul-and over how his story might
be told-changed the actors and cultures on both sides.

In the unfamiliar, multireligious landscape of the Middle East, American missionaries at first conflated
Arabs with Native Americans and American culture with an uncompromising evangelical Christianity. In
turn, their Christian and Muslim opponents in the Ottoman Empire condemned the missionaries as
malevolent intruders. Yet during the ensuing confrontation within and across cultures an unanticipated spirit
of toleration was born that cannot be credited to either Americans or Arabs alone. Makdisi provides a
genuinely transnational narrative for this new, liberal awakening in the Middle East, and the challenges that
beset it.

By exploring missed opportunities for cultural understanding, by retrieving unused historical evidence, and
by juxtaposing for the first time Arab perspectives and archives with American ones, this book counters a
notion of an inevitable clash of civilizations and thus reshapes our view of the history of America in the Arab
world.
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From reader reviews:

John Enriquez:

The book Artillery of Heaven: American Missionaries and the Failed Conversion of the Middle East (The
United States in the World) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Artillery of Heaven: American
Missionaries and the Failed Conversion of the Middle East (The United States in the World)? Several of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book Artillery of Heaven: American Missionaries and the Failed
Conversion of the Middle East (The United States in the World) has simple shape however you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Kristen Self:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Artillery of Heaven: American Missionaries and the Failed Conversion of the Middle East (The United
States in the World) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-
book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The
Artillery of Heaven: American Missionaries and the Failed Conversion of the Middle East (The United
States in the World) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point
is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want
to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Wilma Baca:

Artillery of Heaven: American Missionaries and the Failed Conversion of the Middle East (The United
States in the World) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Artillery of Heaven: American Missionaries and the Failed
Conversion of the Middle East (The United States in the World) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Frank Johnson:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Artillery of Heaven: American



Missionaries and the Failed Conversion of the Middle East (The United States in the World) is simple to
deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You
can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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