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The love songs of Occitan troubadours inspired a rich body of courtly lyric by poets working in neighboring
languages. For Sarah Kay, these poets were nightingales, composing verse that is recognizable yet original.
But troubadour poetry also circulated across Europe in a form that is less well known but was more
transformative. Writers outside Occitania quoted troubadour songs word for word in their original language,
then commented upon these excerpts as linguistic or poetic examples, as guides to conduct, and even as
sources of theological insight. If troubadours and their poetic imitators were nightingales, these quotation
artists were parrots, and their practices of excerption and repetition brought about changes in poetic
subjectivity that would deeply affect the European canon.

The first sustained study of the medieval tradition of troubadour quotation, Parrots and Nightingales
examines texts produced along the arc of the northern Mediterranean—from Catalonia through southern
France to northern Italy—through the thirteenth century and the first half of the fourteenth. Featuring
extensive appendices of over a thousand troubadour passages that have been quoted or anthologized, Parrots
and Nightingales traces how quotations influenced the works of grammarians, short story writers,
biographers, encyclopedists, and not least, other poets including Dante and Petrarch. Kay explores the
instability and fluidity of medieval textuality, revealing how the art of quotation affected the transmission of
knowledge and transformed perceptions of desire from the "courtly love" of the Middle Ages to the more
learned formulations that emerged in the Renaissance. Parrots and Nightingales deftly restores the medieval
tradition of lyric quotation to visibility, persuasively arguing for its originality and influence as a literary
strategy.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Adams:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Parrots and Nightingales: Troubadour Quotations and the
Development of European Poetry (The Middle Ages Series). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Parrots and Nightingales: Troubadour
Quotations and the Development of European Poetry (The Middle Ages Series). You can add expertise and
of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
read.

April Cotton:

The book Parrots and Nightingales: Troubadour Quotations and the Development of European Poetry (The
Middle Ages Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Parrots and Nightingales: Troubadour
Quotations and the Development of European Poetry (The Middle Ages Series)? A number of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Parrots and Nightingales:
Troubadour Quotations and the Development of European Poetry (The Middle Ages Series) has simple
shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Carolyn Lew:

You may spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Parrots and Nightingales: Troubadour
Quotations and the Development of European Poetry (The Middle Ages Series) is simple to deliver you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book,
you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Walter Pyle:

Beside this particular Parrots and Nightingales: Troubadour Quotations and the Development of European
Poetry (The Middle Ages Series) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Parrots
and Nightingales: Troubadour Quotations and the Development of European Poetry (The Middle Ages



Series) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you do
not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss that? Find this book and read it from currently!

Download and Read Online Parrots and Nightingales: Troubadour
Quotations and the Development of European Poetry (The Middle
Ages Series) Sarah Kay #SRD6BAMXOZE



Read Parrots and Nightingales: Troubadour Quotations and the
Development of European Poetry (The Middle Ages Series) by
Sarah Kay for online ebook

Parrots and Nightingales: Troubadour Quotations and the Development of European Poetry (The Middle
Ages Series) by Sarah Kay Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap
books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online,
online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Parrots and Nightingales:
Troubadour Quotations and the Development of European Poetry (The Middle Ages Series) by Sarah Kay
books to read online.

Online Parrots and Nightingales: Troubadour Quotations and the Development of
European Poetry (The Middle Ages Series) by Sarah Kay ebook PDF download

Parrots and Nightingales: Troubadour Quotations and the Development of European Poetry (The
Middle Ages Series) by Sarah Kay Doc

Parrots and Nightingales: Troubadour Quotations and the Development of European Poetry (The Middle Ages Series) by
Sarah Kay Mobipocket

Parrots and Nightingales: Troubadour Quotations and the Development of European Poetry (The Middle Ages Series) by
Sarah Kay EPub


