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René Girard was a French historian, literary critic, and philosopher of social science whose work belongs to
the tradition of anthropological philosophy. Girard was the author of nearly thirty books, with his writings
spanning many academic domains. Although the reception of his work is different in each of these areas,
there is a growing body of secondary literature on his work and his influence on disciplines such as literary
criticism, critical theory, anthropology, theology, psychology, mythology, sociology, economics, cultural
studies, and philosophy.

Girard's fundamental ideas, which he had developed throughout his career and provided the foundation for
his thinking, were that desire is mimetic (i.e. all of our desires are borrowed from other people), that all
conflict originates in mimetic desire (mimetic rivalry), that the scapegoat mechanism is the origin of sacrifice
and the foundation of human culture, and religion was necessary in human evolution to control the violence
that can come from mimetic rivalry, and that the Bible reveals these ideas and denounces the scapegoat
mechanism.

Girard was also a member of the Académie française from 2005 until his death on November 4, 2015.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Velasquez:

The book Rene Girard: A Biography can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Rene Girard: A Biography?
Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It
is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Rene Girard: A Biography has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide
open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Fred Dean:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Rene Girard: A
Biography is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and want in this era.

David Waymire:

The particular book Rene Girard: A Biography will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this
book very suited to you. The book Rene Girard: A Biography is much recommended to you to study. You
can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Christina Vallejo:

The actual book Rene Girard: A Biography has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this
article book.
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