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How well do you know the Friendly Games?
Sports journalist Brian Oliver brings the Commonwealth Games to life with riveting stories of the athletes
who have competed over the years. He delves into the best tales of the past and interviews the key
protagonists to unveil the highs and lows of this idiosyncratic sporting competition.
There is the classic contest between Roger Bannister and John Landy just months after both had at last
broken the four-minute mile, and the lesser-known struggles of one of Australia's greatest swimmers, Dawn
Fraser, against the petty-minded and all-male 'silver spoon mob' who ran amateur sport. Read the sad tale of
Emmanuel Ifeajuna, the first ever black African to win a gold medal, in any sport in any international event.
He won high jump gold in 1954 and became a national hero in Nigeria, but after staging a coup was arrested
for treachery and shot by firing squad.
Find out why the 1974 Games in Christchurch, New Zealand were known as the 'Emigration Games', and the
story behind the bitter 1980s swimming pool rivalry between England's Adrian Moorhouse and Victor Davis
of Canada. There are many more, from that of 4-foot 10-inch weightlifter Precious McKenzie – who rose
through brutal abuse and discrimination to record-breaking success and a dance with the Princess Royal – to
the penniless and boycotted 1986 Games in Edinburgh that were 'saved' by Robert Maxwell and a bucket of
fried chicken.
The Commonwealth Games is a fascinating insight into human tales of endeavour, success and failure.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Thomas:

The book The Commonwealth Games: Extraordinary Stories behind the Medals can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a
book The Commonwealth Games: Extraordinary Stories behind the Medals? A few of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try
to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; it
is possible to share all of these. Book The Commonwealth Games: Extraordinary Stories behind the Medals
has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Courtney Cook:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Commonwealth
Games: Extraordinary Stories behind the Medals book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Timothy Rhine:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled The Commonwealth Games:
Extraordinary Stories behind the Medals can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Catherine Lyons:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
all day long to reading a guide. The book The Commonwealth Games: Extraordinary Stories behind the
Medals it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-



book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book possesses high quality.
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