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In Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom, Mary P. Nichols argues for the centrality of the idea of freedom
in Thucydides' thought. Through her close reading of his History of the Peloponnesian War, she explores the
manifestations of this theme. Cities and individuals in Thucydides' history take freedom as their goal,
whether they claim to possess it and want to maintain it or whether they desire to attain it for themselves or
others. Freedom is the goal of both antagonists in the Peloponnesian War, Sparta and Athens, although in
different ways. One of the fullest expressions of freedom can be seen in the rhetoric of Thucydides’ Pericles,
especially in his famous funeral oration.

More than simply documenting the struggle for freedom, however, Thucydides himself is taking freedom as
his cause. On the one hand, he demonstrates that freedom makes possible human excellence, including
courage, self-restraint, deliberation, and judgment, which support freedom in turn. On the other hand, the
pursuit of freedom, in one’s own regime and in the world at large, clashes with interests and material
necessity, and indeed the very passions required for its support. Thucydides’ work, which he himself
considered a possession for all time, therefore speaks very much to our time, encouraging the defense of
freedom while warning of the limits and dangers in doing so. The powerful must defend freedom,
Thucydides teaches, but beware that the cost not become freedom itself.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Larrick:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Thucydides and the Pursuit of
Freedom is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Winford Patterson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read will be
Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom.

Sharon McMichael:

The book untitled Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly
not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the
new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Connie Hockaday:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Thucydides and the Pursuit of
Freedom is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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