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“Combin[es] matters of biography, science, engineering, technology, art, history, economics and politics
seemingly effortlessly and definitely seamlessly. An excellent book and a joy to read.”—Henry Petroski,
Wall Street Journal

Augustin Fresnel (1788–1827) shocked the scientific elite with his unique understanding of the physics of
light. The lens he invented was a brilliant feat of engineering that made lighthouses blaze many times
brighter, farther, and more efficiently. Battling the establishment, his own poor health, and the limited
technology of the time, Fresnel was able to achieve his goal of illuminating the entire French coast. At first,
the British sought to outdo the new Fresnel-equipped lighthouses as a matter of national pride. Americans,
too, resisted abandoning their primitive lamps, but the superiority of the Fresnel lens could not be denied for
long. Soon, from Dunkirk to Saigon, shores were brightened with it.  The Fresnel legacy played an important
role in geopolitical events, including the American Civil War. No sooner were Fresnel lenses finally installed
along U.S. shores than they were drafted: the Union blockaded the Confederate coast; the Confederacy set
about thwarting it by dismantling and hiding or destroying the powerful new lights.

Levitt’s scientific and historical account, rich in anecdote and personality, brings to life the fascinating
untold story of Augustin Fresnel and his powerful invention.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Mendes:

The book A Short Bright Flash: Augustin Fresnel and the Birth of the Modern Lighthouse make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at
a book A Short Bright Flash: Augustin Fresnel and the Birth of the Modern Lighthouse being your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a guide A Short Bright Flash: Augustin
Fresnel and the Birth of the Modern Lighthouse. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jason Nunez:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book A Short Bright Flash:
Augustin Fresnel and the Birth of the Modern Lighthouse. All type of book would you see on many sources.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Dolores Parker:

The ability that you get from A Short Bright Flash: Augustin Fresnel and the Birth of the Modern Lighthouse
is a more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but A Short Bright Flash: Augustin Fresnel and the Birth of
the Modern Lighthouse giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of A Short Bright
Flash: Augustin Fresnel and the Birth of the Modern Lighthouse instantly.

Christopher Henricks:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A Short Bright Flash:
Augustin Fresnel and the Birth of the Modern Lighthouse, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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