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In this fascinating new book, Vincent Henry (a 21-year veteran of the NYPD who recently retired to become
a university professor) explores the psychological transformations and adaptations that result from police
officers encounters with death. Police can encounter death frequently in the course of their duties, and these
encounters may range from casual contacts with the deaths of others to the most profound and personally
consequential confrontations with their own mortality. Using the survivor psychology model as its
theoretical base, this insightful and provocative research ventures into a previously unexplored area of police
psychology to illuminate and explore the new modes of adaptation, thought, and feeling that result from
various types of death encounters in police work. The psychology of survival asserts that the psychological
world of the survivor--one who has come in close physical or psychic contact with death but nevertheless
managed to live--is characterized by five themes: psychic numbing, death guilt, the death imprint, suspicion
of counterfeit nurturance, and the struggle to make meaning. These themes become manifest in the survivors
behavior, permeating his or her lifestyle and worldview. Drawing on extensive interviews with police
officers in five nominal categories--rookie officers, patrol sergeants, crime scene technicians, homicide
detectives, and officers who survived a mortal combat situation in which an assailant or another officer died-
-Henry identifies the impact such death encounters have upon the individual, the police organization, and the
occupational culture of policing. He has produced a comprehensive and highly textured interpretation of
police psychology and police behavior, bolstered by the unique insights that come from his personal
experience as an officer, his intimate familiarity with the subtleties and nuances of the police cultures value
and belief systems, and his meticulous research and rigorous method. Death Work provides a unique prism
through which to view the individual, organizational, and social dynamics of contemporary urban policing.
With a foreword by Robert Jay Lifton and a chapter devoted to the local police response to the World Trade
Center attacks, Death Work will be of interest to psychologists and criminal justice experts, as well as police
officers eager to gain insight into their unique relationship to death.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Rhone:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Death Work: Police, Trauma, and the Psychology of Survival.

Sharon Lopez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Death Work: Police,
Trauma, and the Psychology of Survival? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Jean Proffitt:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Death Work: Police, Trauma,
and the Psychology of Survival is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ruth Lowry:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Death Work: Police, Trauma,
and the Psychology of Survival that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you could pick Death Work: Police, Trauma, and the Psychology of Survival
become your own starter.
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