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Around the same time that Richard J. Daley governed Chicago, greasing the wheels of his notorious political
machine during a tenure that lasted from 1955 to his death in 1976, Anthony “Dutch” Hamann’s “reform”
government centralized authority to similar effect in San Jose. In light of their equally exclusive governing
arrangements—a similarity that seems to defy their reputations—Jessica Trounstine asks whether so-called
bosses and reformers are more alike than we might have realized.

Situating her in-depth studies of Chicago and San Jose in the broad context of data drawn from more than
240 cities over the course of a century, she finds that the answer—a resounding yes—illuminates the nature
of political power. Both political machines and reform governments, she reveals, bias the system in favor of
incumbents, effectively establishing monopolies that free governing coalitions from dependence on the
support of their broader communities. Ironically, Trounstine goes on to show, the resulting loss of
democratic responsiveness eventually mobilizes residents to vote monopolistic regimes out of office.
Envisioning an alternative future for American cities, Trounstine concludes by suggesting solutions designed
to free urban politics from this damaging cycle.
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From reader reviews:

Terrie Anderson:

The knowledge that you get from Political Monopolies in American Cities: The Rise and Fall of Bosses and
Reformers is a more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Political Monopolies in American
Cities: The Rise and Fall of Bosses and Reformers giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of
this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having that Political Monopolies in American Cities: The Rise and Fall of Bosses and Reformers
instantly.

Farah McCune:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Political Monopolies in American Cities: The Rise and Fall of Bosses and Reformers, you can
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a guide.

Linda Thomas:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Political Monopolies in
American Cities: The Rise and Fall of Bosses and Reformers that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Political Monopolies in American
Cities: The Rise and Fall of Bosses and Reformers become your starter.

Kenneth Matson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside



seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Political Monopolies in American Cities: The Rise and Fall of
Bosses and Reformers why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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