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Especially evident in Victorian-era writings is a rhetorical tendency to liken adults to children and children to
adults. Claudia Nelson examines this literary phenomenon and explores the ways in which writers discussed
the child-adult relationship during this period.

Though far from ubiquitous, the terms "child-woman," "child-man," and "old-fashioned child" appear often
enough in Victorian writings to prompt critical questions about the motivations and meanings of such
generational border crossings. Nelson carefully considers the use of these terms and connects invocations of
age inversion to developments in post-Darwinian scientific thinking and attitudes about gender roles, social
class, sexuality, power, and economic mobility.

She brilliantly analyzes canonical works of Charles Dickens, Charlotte Brontë, William Makepeace
Thackeray, Bram Stoker, and Robert Louis Stevenson alongside lesser-known writings to demonstrate the
diversity of literary age inversion and its profound influence on Victorian culture.

By considering the full context of Victorian age inversion, Precocious Children and Childish Adults
illuminates the complicated pattern of anxiety and desire that creates such ambiguity in the writings of the
time. Scholars of Victorian literature and culture, as well as readers interested in children’s literature,
childhood studies, and gender studies, will welcome this excellent work from a major figure in the field.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

The guide with title Precocious Children and Childish Adults: Age Inversion in Victorian Literature has lot
of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Natasha Rich:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is actually Precocious Children and Childish Adults: Age Inversion in Victorian Literature.

Terry Crabtree:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Precocious Children and
Childish Adults: Age Inversion in Victorian Literature that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who
want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Precocious Children and Childish Adults: Age
Inversion in Victorian Literature become your own starter.

Paula Lauria:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Precocious Children and Childish Adults: Age Inversion in
Victorian Literature can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have point
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Precocious Children and
Childish Adults: Age Inversion in Victorian Literature.
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