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Radicals tells the story of a group of radical Malay men and women from ordinary social backgrounds who
chose to oppose foreign rule of their homeland, knowing full well that by embarking on this path of
resistance, they would risk imprisonment or death. Their ranks included teachers, journalists, intellectuals,
housewives, peasants, preachers, and youths. They formed, led, and contributed to the founding of political
parties, grassroots organizations, unions, newspapers, periodicals, and schools that spread their ideas across
the country in the aftermath of the Great Depression, when colonialism was at its height and evident in all
areas of life in their country. But when their efforts to uproot foreign dominance faltered in the face of the
sanctions the state imposed upon them, some of these radicals chose to take up arms, while others engaged in
aggressive protests and acts of civil disobedience to uphold their rights. While some died fighting and
hundreds were incarcerated, many lived to resist colonialism until their country attained its independence in
August 1957, all of these Malay radicals were devoted to becoming free men and women and to claiming
their right to be treated as equals in a world riddled with prejudice and contradictions.

Syed Muhd Khairudin Aljunied’s innovative study brings to light the less charted and unanalyzed terrain of
the radical experience—becoming and being radical. He argues that the experiences and histories of radicals
in colonial Malaya can be elucidated in a more nuanced way by interrogating them alongside evolving local
and global circumstances and by analyzing them through the lenses of a set of overarching and
interconnected mobilizing concepts—a set of ideas, visions, and notions that the radicals used to reason and
justify their advent—that were internalized, lived, and utilized in the course of their activism. These
mobilizing concepts were their weapons and armor, employed to organize, strategize, protect, and
consolidate themselves when menaced by the tentacles of the colonial state as they embarked upon the
agonizing path towards independence. Those interested in Malaysian history, colonial history, radical
movements, and resistance groups will enjoy this fascinating study.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lantz:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know which one you should start with. This Radicals: Resistance and Protest in Colonial Malaya is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

William Bellard:

This Radicals: Resistance and Protest in Colonial Malaya are usually reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Radicals: Resistance and Protest in Colonial Malaya can be
on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this Radicals: Resistance and Protest in Colonial Malaya giving you an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and luxuriate in reading.

Edward Emory:

The reserve with title Radicals: Resistance and Protest in Colonial Malaya contains a lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Cherie Fidler:

Why? Because this Radicals: Resistance and Protest in Colonial Malaya is an unordinary book that the inside
of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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