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Versammlinge—community events filled with songs, performances, speeches, and skits that celebrate
Pennsylvania German heritage and culture—are held entirely in the Pennsylvania German Deitsch language.
Some, the “groundhog lodges,” feature a ceremony honoring the groundhog, while others do not. These
unique meetings, expressions of a distinctive ethnic identity in the context of a rapidly changing society,
have become a traditional mainstay among Pennsylvania Germans who have worked to preserve their
language and culture into the twenty-first century.

Serious Nonsense introduces readers to Pennsylvania German cultural practices that tourists rarely see and
that outsiders, including most scholars, rarely learn about. The book explores the origins of the
versammlinge and details the practice’s significance since the 1930s, when the first meetings of the
Pennsylvania German groundhog lodges were held. Much as they did then, versammlinge today follow a
pattern of prayers, patriotism, and speeches extolling values associated with Pennsylvania German identity,
as well as theatrical and oral events that humorously contrast a simpler past with a more complex and
confusing present. And the groundhog lodges feature one Pennsylvania German tradition that has become
familiar in popular culture: groundhog weather prognostication.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth McGrath:

This Serious Nonsense: Groundhog Lodges, Versammlinge, and Pennsylvania German Heritage (Keystone
Books®) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That Serious Nonsense: Groundhog Lodges,
Versammlinge, and Pennsylvania German Heritage (Keystone Books®) without we know teach the one who
reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Serious Nonsense: Groundhog
Lodges, Versammlinge, and Pennsylvania German Heritage (Keystone Books®) can bring if you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Serious Nonsense: Groundhog Lodges, Versammlinge, and Pennsylvania German Heritage
(Keystone Books®) having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Evelina Lewis:

The book Serious Nonsense: Groundhog Lodges, Versammlinge, and Pennsylvania German Heritage
(Keystone Books®) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write
this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Jack Scala:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Serious Nonsense:
Groundhog Lodges, Versammlinge, and Pennsylvania German Heritage (Keystone Books®) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to
pick Serious Nonsense: Groundhog Lodges, Versammlinge, and Pennsylvania German Heritage (Keystone
Books®) become your own starter.

Kathleen Dominguez:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. Within this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking



the Serious Nonsense: Groundhog Lodges, Versammlinge, and Pennsylvania German Heritage (Keystone
Books®) when you desired it?
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