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Prompted by the abundant historical allusions in Athenian political and diplomatic discourse, Bernd
Steinbock analyzes the uses and meanings of the past in fourth-century Athens, using Thebes’ role in
Athenian memory as a case study. This examination is based upon the premise that Athenian social memory,
that is, the shared and often idealized and distorted image of the past, should not be viewed as an unreliable
counterpart of history but as an invaluable key to the Athenians’ mentality. Against the tendency to view the
orators’ references to the past as empty rhetorical phrases or propagandistic cover-ups for Realpolitik, it
argues that the past constituted important political capital in its own right. Drawing upon theories of social
memory, it contextualizes the orators’ historical allusions within the complex net of remembrances and
beliefs held by the audience and thus tries to gauge their ideological and emotive power. 

 

Integrating literary, epigraphic, and archaeological evidence with recent scholarship on memory, identity,
rhetoric, and international relations, Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the
Past enhances our understanding of both the function of memory in Athenian public discourse and the
history of Athenian-Theban relations. It should be of interest not only to students of Greek history and
oratory but to everybody interested in memory studies, Athenian democracy, and political decision making.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Navarro:

Precisely why? Because this Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the Past is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to
the publication store hurriedly.

Irene Allen:

This Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the Past is great guide for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess
to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point
out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the Past in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide
that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Cynthia Bryant:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Social Memory in Athenian Public
Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the Past is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Thomas White:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and
Meanings of the Past can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have issue
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Social Memory in
Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the Past.
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