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Putting aside questions of truth and falsehood, the old "talk is cheap" maxim carries as much weight as ever.
Indeed, perhaps more. For one need not be an expert in irony or sarcasm to realize that people don't
necessarily mean what they say. Phrases such as "Yeah, right" and "I could care less" are so much a part of
the way we speak--and the way we live--that we are more likely to notice when they are absent (for example,
Forrest Gump). From our everyday dialogues and conversations ("Thanks a lot!") to the screenplays of our
popular films (Pulp Fiction), what is said is frequently very different from what is meant.

Talk is Cheap begins with this telling observation and proceeds to argue that such "unplain speaking" is
fundamentally embedded in the way we now talk. Author John Haiman traces this sea-change in our use of
language to the emergence of a postmodern "divided self" who is hyper-conscious that what he or she is
saying has been said before; "cheap talk" thus allows us to distance ourselves from a social role with which
we are uncomfortable. Haiman goes on to examine the full range of these pervasive distancing mechanisms,
from clichés and quotation marks to camp and parody. Also, and importantly, Haiman highlights several
ways in which language is evolving (and has evolved) from non-linguistic behavior. In other words, this
study shows us how what we are saying is continually separating itself from how we say it.

As provocative as it is timely, the book will be fascinating reading for students of linguistics, literature,
communication, anthropology, philosophy, and popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Anderson:

Typically the book Talk Is Cheap: Sarcasm, Alienation, and the Evolution of Language will bring you to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Talk Is Cheap: Sarcasm, Alienation, and the
Evolution of Language is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Fred Dean:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Talk Is Cheap: Sarcasm, Alienation, and
the Evolution of Language e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Talk Is Cheap:
Sarcasm, Alienation, and the Evolution of Language as good book not simply by the cover but also from the
content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Susan Albro:

Beside this Talk Is Cheap: Sarcasm, Alienation, and the Evolution of Language in your phone, it can give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is
good thing to have Talk Is Cheap: Sarcasm, Alienation, and the Evolution of Language because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well
as read it from right now!

Karen Lambert:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those books have many
advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With the book Talk Is
Cheap: Sarcasm, Alienation, and the Evolution of Language we can consider more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Talk Is Cheap:
Sarcasm, Alienation, and the Evolution of Language. You can more inviting than now.
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