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One episode dominates the memory of Lyndon Johnson's presidency: the Vietnam War. The war has so
darkened Johnson's reputation that it is difficult for many to recall his policies in a positive light-- especially
his foreign policy. Now historian H.W. Brands offers a fresh look at Johnson's handling of international
relations, putting Vietnam in the context of the many crises he confronted and the outdated policies of global
containment he was expected to uphold. The result is a fascinating portrait of a master politician at work,
maneuvering through a series of successes that made his ultimate failure in Vietnam all the more tragic.
In The Wages of Globalism, Brands conducts a witty and insightful tour through LBJ's foreign policy--a tour
that begins in Washington, runs through Santa Domingo, Nicosia, and Jakarta, and ends in Saigon. He opens
with a thoughtful portrayal of the tense, often fruitful relationship between the domineering Johnson and his
advisers--Dean Rusk, Robert McNamara, George Ball, Clark Clifford, Walt Rostow--as he picked up
Kennedy's legacy and sought to make it his own. Leaving Vietnam for the end, Brands presents the various
crises with all the force the White House felt at the time: the Dominican intervention, India impending
famine and war with Pakistan, the coup against Sukarno in Indonesia, France's departure from NATO's
unified command, the threat of fighting between Greece and Turkey over Cyprus, the Six Day War, and the
worry that Germany might acquire nuclear weapons. In each, Brands captures the uncertainty in Washington
and the conflicting advice that Johnson received. The picture that emerges is remarkably positive, revealing
the president's ability to pick his way through fierce complexities. He forcefully stopped a war over Cyprus;
handled de Gaulle with equanimity and skill; and--over the objections of all his advisers--intentionally
delayed shipping grain to famine-threatened India, creating a real momentum for agricultural reform in that
country that ultimately led to self-sufficiency. Only in Vietnam did Johnson's sure balance of determination
and judgment break down: worried about his domestic program and the need to stand firm against
aggression, he let his determination run away with him.
"In 1947," H.W. Brands writes, "Truman made a bad bargain with history." By the time Johnson inherited
the White House, it had become painfully clear that America was no longer supreme in the world, able to
prop up the status quo worldwide. In this fascinating, behind-the- scenes account, Brands shows how
skillfully Johnson steered the nation into the new era--until, in Southeast Asia, politics and his own
personality led him into the ultimate trap of the Truman Doctrine.
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From reader reviews:

Dwight Ivers:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Wages of Globalism: Lyndon
Johnson and the Limits of American Power will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or suitable book with you?

Diane Merryman:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Wages of
Globalism: Lyndon Johnson and the Limits of American Power. All type of book would you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Amy Gutierrez:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Wages of Globalism: Lyndon
Johnson and the Limits of American Power, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you
still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Piedad Trainor:

The book untitled The Wages of Globalism: Lyndon Johnson and the Limits of American Power contain a
lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous
author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.
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