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An essential responsibility of the U.S. Congress is holding the president accountable for the conduct of
foreign policy. In this in-depth look at formal oversight hearings by the Senate Armed Services and Foreign
Relations committees, Linda Fowler evaluates how the legislature’s most visible and important watchdogs
performed from the mid-twentieth century to the present. She finds a noticeable reduction in public and
secret hearings since the mid-1990s and establishes that American foreign policy frequently violated basic
conditions for democratic accountability. Committee scrutiny of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, she notes,
fell below levels of oversight in prior major conflicts.

Fowler attributes the drop in watchdog activity to growing disinterest among senators in committee work,
biases among members who join the Armed Services and Foreign Relations committees, and motives that
shield presidents, particularly Republicans, from public inquiry. Her detailed case studies of the Truman
Doctrine, Vietnam War, Panama Canal Treaty, humanitarian mission in Somalia, and Iraq War illustrate the
importance of oversight in generating the information citizens need to judge the president’s national security
policies. She argues for a reassessment of congressional war powers and proposes reforms to encourage
Senate watchdogs to improve public deliberation about decisions of war and peace.

Watchdogs on the Hill investigates America’s national security oversight and its critical place in the review
of congressional and presidential powers in foreign policy.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Phelps:

Why? Because this Watchdogs on the Hill: The Decline of Congressional Oversight of U.S. Foreign
Relations is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will
distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as
help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book?
If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Janice Perry:

Watchdogs on the Hill: The Decline of Congressional Oversight of U.S. Foreign Relations can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Watchdogs on the Hill: The Decline of Congressional Oversight of U.S.
Foreign Relations nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Melvin Dove:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Watchdogs on the Hill: The Decline of
Congressional Oversight of U.S. Foreign Relations or perhaps others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge.
In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Watchdogs on the Hill: The Decline of
Congressional Oversight of U.S. Foreign Relations to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like here.

Annis Blank:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your



understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
to find the Watchdogs on the Hill: The Decline of Congressional Oversight of U.S. Foreign Relations when
you needed it?
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