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The task of interpreting the Bible — which was written by and to people living in very different cultural
contexts from contemporary Western society — can seem monumental. The opposite is also true: people can
easily forget that studying the Bible is a type of cross-cultural encounter, instead reading their own cultural
assumptions into biblical texts.

In A Cultural Handbook to the Bible John Pilch bridges this cultural divide by translating important social
concepts and applying them to biblical texts. In short, accessible chapters Pilch discusses sixty-three topics
related to the cosmos, the earth, persons, family, language, human consciousness, God and the spirit world,
and entertainment. Pilch's fresh interpretations of the Bible challenge traditional views and explore topics
often overlooked in commentaries. Each chapter concludes with a list of useful references from cultural
anthropology or biblical studies, making this book an excellent resource for students of the Bible.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Magnuson:

The book A Cultural Handbook to the Bible can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book A Cultural
Handbook to the Bible? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book A Cultural
Handbook to the Bible has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can search the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Christian Fowler:

The ability that you get from A Cultural Handbook to the Bible may be the more deep you looking the
information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to understand but A Cultural Handbook to the Bible giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this A Cultural Handbook to the Bible instantly.

Cari Sexton:

The particular book A Cultural Handbook to the Bible will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
read, this book very ideal to you. The book A Cultural Handbook to the Bible is much recommended to you
to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Kathryn Kern:

Often the book A Cultural Handbook to the Bible has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just
before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over
this book.
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