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What is the meaning of a word? Most readers turn to the dictionary for authoritative meanings and correct
usage. But what is the source of authority in dictionaries? Some dictionaries employ panels of experts to fix
meaning and prescribe usage, others rely on derivation through etymology. But perhaps no other dictionary
has done more to standardize the English language than the formidable twenty-volume Oxford English
Dictionary in its 1989 second edition. Yet this most Victorian of modern dictionaries derives its meaning by
citing the earliest known usage of words and by demonstrating shades of meaning through an awesome
database of over five million examples of usage in context. In this fascinating study, John Willinsky
challenges the authority of this imperial dictionary, revealing many of its inherent prejudices and questioning
the assumptions of its ongoing revision. "Clearly, the OED is no simple record of the language `as she is
spoke,'" Willinsky writes. "It is a selective representation reflecting certain elusive ideas about the nature of
the English language and people. Empire of Words reveals, by statistic and table, incident and anecdote, how
serendipitous, judgmental, and telling a task editing a dictionary such as the OED can be."

Willinsky analyzes the favored citation records from the three editorial periods of the OED's compilation: the
Victorian, imperial first edition; the modern supplement; and the contemporary second edition composed on
an electronic database. He reveals shifts in linguistic authority: the original edition relied on English
literature and, surprisingly, on translations, reference works, and journalism; the modern editions have
shifted emphasis to American sources and periodicals while continuing to neglect women, workers, and
other English-speaking countries.

Willinsky's dissection of dictionary entries exposes contradictions and ambiguities in the move from citation
to definition. He points out that Shakespeare, the most frequently cited authority in the OED, often
confounds the dictionary's simple sense of meaning with his wit and artfulness. He shows us how the most
famous four-letter words in the language found their way through a belabored editorial process, sweating and
grunting, into the supplement to the OED. Willinsky sheds considerable light on how the OED continues to
shape the English language through the sometimes idiosyncratic, often biased selection of citations by hired
readers and impassioned friends of the language.

Anyone who is fascinated with words and language will find Willinsky's tour through the OED a delightful
and stimulating experience. No one who reads this book will ever feel quite the same about Murray's web of
words.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lach:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Empire of Words: The Reign of the
OED will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with
you?

Andrew Fogarty:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Empire of Words: The Reign of the OED as the daily
resource information.

Mary Blackwell:

The e-book with title Empire of Words: The Reign of the OED contains a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Clifford Roselli:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Empire of Words: The Reign of the
OED publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Empire of Words: The Reign of
the OED as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break
don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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