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On 8th December 1941, as part of the simultaneous combine attack against Pearl Harbor, the Imperial
Japanese Army (IJA) invaded the Philippines, Thailand and Malaysia and the British colony of Hong Kong.
After only 18 days of battle the defenders, a weak, undermanned brigade was overwhelmed by a superior
force of two battle-harden IJA divisions. What makes the battle of Hong Kong was not the scale - just 14,000
defended the colony - but the intensity of this battle fought not only by the British Army, Navy and Air Force
but also Canadians, Hong Kong's own defence force, the Indian Army as well as many civilians.

The campaign itself is characterized by a fierce land battle, with long artillery duals and as well as fast naval
actions with intense actions at the Gin Drinkers Line as well as the battle of Wong Nai Chung Gap where a
handful of defenders took on an entire Japanese regiment. Less known but equally important are individual
valour such as CSM John Robert Osborne winning a posthumous VC, throwing himself over a Japanese
grenade to save fellow combatants.
Capitulation by the defenders on 25 December 1941 marks the end of one battle and the beginning of
another. A subject not significantly covered by Western historian is local resistance to Japanese occupation.
Lead by the communist Chinese, many continued to fight the Japanese forming the Guangdong people's
Anti-Japanese East River Guerrilla Detachment that by 1945 grew from 200 to a 6,000-strong force. The
guerrillas rescued downed allied pilots, harassed the Japanese with bombing and assassinated traitors and
collaborators. Those Allies POW that managed to escape to China continued the fight in a secretive new
organization - the British Army Aid Group (BAAG).

As the war draw to a close, the question of reestablishing British control became a highly contentious
diplomatic dual between China, USA and Britain, but with the death President of Roosevelt in 1945,
decolonization lost its main champion and Britain was able to outmaneuver Chiang Kai Shek, the Chinese
Generalissimo, and recover Hong Kong as a British Colony. After three years and eight months of Japanese
occupation, Rear Admiral Sir Harcourt sailed into Hong Kong on board the cruiser HMS Swiftsure to
reestablish control over the colony and accepted the formal surrender of Japan on 16 September 1945.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Milbrandt:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question since just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Hong Kong 1941-45: First strike in
the Pacific War (Campaign) to read.

Jim Moffett:

This Hong Kong 1941-45: First strike in the Pacific War (Campaign) is great guide for you because the
content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Hong Kong 1941-45: First strike in the Pacific War (Campaign) in your hand like finding the world
in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside
ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Michael Decker:

The book untitled Hong Kong 1941-45: First strike in the Pacific War (Campaign) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored
by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice learn.

Jenny Perez:

This Hong Kong 1941-45: First strike in the Pacific War (Campaign) is brand new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Hong Kong 1941-45: First strike in the Pacific War (Campaign) can be the light food in your case because
the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in



reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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